
Posted and emailed to the State of Utah Public Notice Website on September 3, 2021. 
The undersigned, duly appointed city recorder, does hereby certify that a copy of the above notice and agenda was posted on southogdencity.gov.  Copies 
were also mailed to each commissioner. 

Leesa Kapetanov, City Recorder 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations, including auxiliary communicative aids and services 
during the meeting should notify Leesa Kapetanov at 801-622-2709 at least 48 hours in advance.  

Notice is hereby given that the South Ogden City Planning Commission will hold a meeting on, September 9, 2021, beginning at 
6:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers located at 3950 Adams Avenue, South Ogden, Utah. The meeting is open to the public; however, 
the city will abide by all COVID-19 restrictions in place at the time of the meeting, including wearing of masks, social distancing and 
number of people allowed to gather at one time.  Some members of the planning commission may be attending the meeting 
electronically. 

A briefing session will be held at 5:30 pm in the conference room and is open to the public. 

I. C A LL  T O  ORD ER  A N D  OV E RV I EW O F  M EET IN G  PRO C ED U R E S  - Chair Scott Amos

I I .  S PEC IA L  I T EMS  
A. Request for Second Driveway Access at 1070 E 5850 S
B. Water Wise Landscape Ordinance
C. Presentation of General Plan First Draft
D. Swimming Pool Set-Back Requirements 

I I I . OT HER  BUS IN ES S  
Training Opportunities 

I V . S T A FF  REPO RT  
Staff Review Committee Approval of Lotus Greens Development Located at 501 40th Street 

V . A PPROV A L  O F  M IN UT ES  OF  PREV IO U S  MEET IN G  
Approval of August 12, 2021 Planning Commission Minutes 

V I . PUBL I C  C OMMEN T S  

V I I . A DJOURN  

NOTICE AND AGENDA 
S O U T H  OG D E N  C I T Y  P L A N N IN G  C O M M I S S I O N  M E E T IN G  
T H U R S D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 1  
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S U B J E C T :   Consideration of a Second Driveway for a 

Residence at 1070 East 5850 South.  
A U T H O R :    Mark Vlasic 
D E P A R T M E N T :  Planning   
D A T E :     September 9, 2021 
 
 
 
 
B A C K G R O U N D  
This is an application for a second driveway for a single-family residential home located at 1070 
East 5850 South. The residence is located on a third-acre (.32-acre) lot, which is located on the 
north side of a short, cul-de-sac roadway.  
 
The lot includes a residence with attached garage located on the left side of the building, which is 
accessed by an approximately 24’ driveway. The garage (west side) side yard varies from 
approximately 40’ closest to the street to 20’ at the rear corner of the structure, the result of the 
lot being wedge-shaped and the structure being aligned to the east property line rather than the 
street.  It should be noted that an additional concrete parking pad approximately 12’ wide has 
been added to the west side of the driveway since 2011 (see street view photo from 2011) and the 
aerial map taken more recently. The additional pad extends from the front sidewalk to the rear of 
the garage, and appears to be utilized for storing vehicles. It is unclear if the additional pad is 
permitted.  
 
Adjacent and nearby homes on the west side of the street are similar in size and configuration, 
most including double or triple attached garages accessed by 20’ to approximately 40’ wide 
driveways. The specific configuration of individual driveways tend to be based on the site 
topography and the configuration of the lot. The corner of the lot immediately to the east (5835 
South 1075 East) has two driveways, one from each street.  
 
 
A P P L I C A T I O N  D E T A I L S  
This is an application to complete a driveway on the east side of the home, connecting to a free-
standing garage that was recently constructed (building permit start date April 12, 2021).  This 
would be a second driveway with a separate 13’curb-cut and 12’ wide driveway along the 
building (effectively the entire side yard).  Once beyond the home, the driveway would widen 
slightly, connecting to an existing 25’ wide concrete pad. According to the attached drawing, the 
driveway will be graveled.  

STAFF REPORT 
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The site plan submitted with the building permit did not indicate any driveways to the garage, 
and the building official assumed that because no driveway was shown,  the structure was 
intended to be a work garage and a place to store equipment, have a work bench, etc.  
 
The driveway has been partially constructed, and the application has been provided retroactively 
once the work was underway. It wasn’t until work on the driveway was underway that the 
Building Official understood a driveway was to be included.  
 
There are no other properties in the area with two driveways, with the exception of the two 
driveways on the adjacent lot to the east, which is a corner lot.  
 
 
D I S C U S S I O N  
The Planning Commission has been reviewing requests for second driveways and vehicle storage 
on residential lots for nearly two decades. Guidelines and policy were established to help clarify 
the circumstances where more than one drive approach to a residential lot is warranted, and to 
ensure consistency in the application of decisions. 
 
South Ogden City has made provisions for exceptions to add up to two spaces in the front yard or 
side yard in cases where parking is not available and/or where access to the rear yard is not 
provided. Since this property already has a legal driveway that provides parking in an existing 
attached garage, there is little justification for an exception. No driveway was included in the 
permit set for the free-standing garage that was recently undertaken in the rear yard. 
 
 
 
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  
The property at 1070 East 5850 South includes legal parking  in the attached garage and 
associated driveway. A second driveway is only to be granted in situations where significant 
hardship exists, such as in cases where parking is not otherwise possible to achieve.  
 
Even though construction has commenced on the driveway, it was undertaken without 
application and is not permitted. An exception as described in existing policies is not warranted. 
Staff is particularly concerned that permitting a second driveway in this neighborhood will 
establish precedent for similar applications in the future.  
 
Staff recommends that the proposed request is denied and that the partially-completed driveway 
be removed.  
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P O S S I B L E  M O T I O N S  
Staff Recommended Option – DENIAL 
 
I move to deny the application based on the conditions contained in the recommendations of the 
Staff Report and any others deemed appropriate by the Planning Commission, as follow: 

 
Alternative 1 – APPROVAL 
 
I move to approve the application with the following findings and conditions of the Planning 
Commission: 

 
 
Alternative 2 – CONTINUANCE 
 
I move to continue the application to another meeting on [DATE], with direction to the applicant 
and/or Staff  regarding  information and / or changes needed to render a decision, as follows: 
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S U B J E C T :   Water-conserving landscape ordinance – Recent  
 Discussions with Weber Basin Water Conservancy 

District.  
A U T H O R :    Mark Vlasic 
D E P A R T M E N T :  Planning   
D A T E :     September 9, 2021 
 
 
 
 
B A C K G R O U N D  
With all the current discussions regarding drought and the subsequent impacts to our water 
supply, Weber Basin Water Conservancy District has been receiving an abundance of interest, 
questions and thoughts regarding actions that can be taken to help the situation. Much of the 
interest encompasses actions to improve existing conditions during the current drought, in 
addition to long-term changes and actions that will help to provide a sustainable, robust and 
resilient water supply well into the future.  
 
City planning staff met with Assistant General Manager Jonathan Parry and his associate Dave 
Rice in early July to discuss how South Ogden can assist with conservation efforts. They noted 
that current projections forecast the doubling of their service area by the year 2060, noting that 
the ability to adapt and shift behaviors will be critical to ensuring finite water supply meets 
future demands of while maintaining a high quality of life and robust economy. 
  
Over the last several years the District has received a lot of calls and questions regarding the 
availability of programs such as “Flip your Strip” and other turf removal programs that provide 
monetary incentives (see https://utahwatersavers.com/Program/2/flip-your-strip#program-
overview for a description of the “Flip your Strip” program. The District has identified this as a 
program that is on the horizon, but recognizes the need to work with the municipalities to ensure 
compatibility and synergy.  
 
In many cases existing landscape ordinances may require minimum areas of turf or remain 
completely silent regarding waterwise design standards for new commercial, industrial, 
institutional and residential construction. The district has requested that we review our existing 
ordinances to determine if any obstacles exist, and if they do, to consider modifications that will 
facilitate opportunities to implement water-conserving landscapes.  
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
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E X I S T I N G  L A N D S C A P E  R E G U L A T I O N S  T H A T  A D D R E S S  W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N   
South Ogden has two key ordinance that address water-conserving landscapes, copies of which 
are provided as attachments: 
 

1. TITLE 7, CHAPTER 2: TREE PLANTING,  LANDSCAPING IN PARKING, 
PLANTING STRIPS 

This chapter regulates the duties of the City Parks Division of the Public Works Departments for 
controlling and regulating landscapes located in any city property, street, parking/planting strip, 
avenue, or parking area. The chapter is heavily focused on tree plantings in public property 
settings, although it also addresses the use of lawn, shrubs and artificial turf. It also indicates the 
authority of the Planning Commission to review landscape improvement in and approve 
landscape treatments of planned residential unit development, commercial or industrial site plan, 
and to assist the City Council in the establishment of landscape policies.  
 
The chapter indicates that landscape improvement in the public way will meet  the requirements 
of Title 10, Chapter 23 Landscape Regulations, as summarized below. It also indicates that lawn 
is considered the most appropriate material for landscaping parking/planting strips located 
between the curb and sidewalk, although it does not require lawn to be used. 
 
The ordinance does not limit the use or set percentage thresholds for grass/non-grass/water-
conserving landscape treatments on public property or in public ways. The ordinance also 
indicates that enforcement of the ordinance will focus on the landscaping treatments in the front 
yard or that area between the curb and sidewalk. 
 

2. TITLE 10, CHAPTER 23: LANDSCAPE REGULATIONS 
This chapter was developed several years ago as a stand-alone water-conserving landscape 
ordinance, and has since been incorporated as part of a single landscape regulation chapter. The 
ordinance notes that the purpose is to protect and enhance the community's environmental, 
economic, recreational, and aesthetic resources by promoting efficient use of water in the 
community's landscapes, to reduce water waste, and to establish a structure for the designing, 
installing and maintaining of water efficient landscapes throughout the City. 
 
This ordinance applies to all new and rehabilitated landscapes for public projects, private 
development projects, developer-installed landscaping in multi-family residential projects, and 
developer-installed landscaping in single-family projects. It does not apply to home-owner 
provided landscaping at single family projects, although water efficient landscapes are 
encouraged for such sites as well. Sports fields, turf play areas within public parks, school 
grounds, golf courses and cemeteries are exempt from the landscape water allowance limitations 
of the ordinance.   
The ordinance does not limit the use or set percentage thresholds for grass/non-grass/water-
conserving landscape treatments on public property or in public ways per-se. However, this is 



3 
 

achieved by setting a water allowance for each site or project according to a set formula. In order 
to meet the water allowance, the water-wise planting and irrigation standards delineated in the 
chapter must be met, which in effect limits the amount of lawn that can be used. It should be 
noted, that it is up to the designer to establish where any lawn areas are to be located. One 
exception is for parking strips and other landscaped areas less than eight feet (8') wide, which are 
referred to the requirements of Title 7, Chapter 10 as previously presented, which would 
generally allow the use of lawn in such situations. 
 
S U M M A R Y  O F  R E Q U E S T  A N D  F I N D I N G S  

• Two ordinances control the use of lawn and other materials in city properties, street, 
parking/planting strip, avenue, or parking area and for public projects, private 
development projects, developer-installed landscaping in multi-family residential 
projects, and developer-installed landscaping in single-family projects. 

• Neither ordinance requires a set percentage of lawn or other materials, although lawn is 
indicated as the preferred material for city/public properties.  

• There is no material limitations that hinder “flipping the strip” or implementing similar  
water-conserving park strip conversion projects, nor are there any limitations of 
materials, percentage of materials, etc. for other public properties.   

• There are no material requirements or minimum/maximum percentages of materials for 
private properties where the regulations apply, although a mix of lawn and other plant 
materials would be required in order to meeting water allowances for certain projects.  

• Single-family projects are encouraged to meet the water-conserving requirements of Title 
10, Chapter 23. Should the requirements be more direct and/or stringent?  

 
 
K E Y  Q U E S T I O N S /  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S  

• Are there any barriers in place that would prevent property owners from converting their 
yards and park strips into water-conserving landscapes? 

o If yes, how can those barriers be overcome? Should they?  
• Should the requirements of Title 10, Chapter 23 be modified to cover all new and 

rehabilitated project types (including single-family, for example)? 
• Should the preferred use of lawn in public properties and park strips be modified to 

require other materials that will better meet water-conserving goals and targets?  
o If not, should the language indicating that lawn is preferred be changed or 

modified? 
• Should park strips less than seven-feet wide continue to be exempt from meeting the 

water-conserving landscape requirements of Chapter 23?  
• Should public parks, school grounds, golf courses and cemeteries continue to be exempt 

from meeting the water-conserving landscape requirements of Chapter 23? 
 
N E X T  S T E P S  
Staff defers to the direction of the Planning Commission on how to proceed. 



1 

08/20/2021 
Mark Vlasic 

South Ogden General Plan – July 2021 Draft 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

READIBILITY AND LAYOUT 
The draft general plan has an interesting layout that appears to be intended to be viewed in 
2-page layout rather than one-page as provided. Unsure exactly what the intended page order 
is, although it would to present future drafts in the format/layout intended to be read.

While the layout is colorful, the plan is quite challenging to read and follow, as it uses many 
different fonts and colors. Examples of pages that are particularly difficult to read include those 
where very light or colorful cursive fonts are used  (p. 4, 11,  21, 31, 35,  etc.), and in portions 
with forced spacing between text characters (p. 29). This may be an issue of a reviewer with 
failing eyesight but demonstrates a need that it is easy to be read by all. 

I would like to see more focus on readability, so the “story” is easier to follow. The inclusion of 
a Table of Contents and similar organizational information upfront in future iterations will help 
the reader navigate the plan and get to the parts they are interested in without  the need for a 
complete read-through.   

STRUCTURE 
The plan provides a good overview and background, but lacks any measurable data or analysis 
data to support the plan findings and recommendations. It seems there should be an appendix 
or similar information that provides the basis upon which the various goals, actions and 
proposed future planning directions are based.  

Where is the demographic data, population projections, land use needs/projections and 
transportation/economic/housing analyses and details upon which the plan is based?  

Where are the maps, tables, charts and other analytical tools that demonstrate findings? If not 
in the plan itself, these are essential components of the plan that need to be provided 
somewhere. Also, an explanation of how the recommendations have been developed should be 
provided.  

PLANNING TEAM 
I am curious how the subconsultant team participated and how their areas of expertise were 
addressed. The project team included transportation, economic and housing experts – where is 
the analysis and information that they developed and how was it incorporated into the plan? 
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PUBLIC PROCESS/ENGAGEMENT 
There is no clear discussion of what was discovered through the public engagement process, 
and how that information helped develop the future plan direction. In fact, the only real 
reference to public vision is the existing  vision statement and the list of principles from the 
1997 South Ogden General Plan.  

What was the result of the engagement process? What tools were used, and what were the 
results?  How many people participated?  

Is the information that was  received representative, or is was it limited to a few members of 
the community? 

How does the public input received align with the principles, recommendations, actions and 
goals contained in the plan?   

A clear description of the engagement process is essential for enabling the reader to determine 
whether it is valid or not.  

DRAFT STATUS 
Overall, it just seems that the plan isn’t quite there yet -  there is a general lack of detail and 
very little written information in comparison to the number of pages and full-page photos. It is 
really a rough, preliminary draft with a lot of detail remaining to be filled in and addressed.  

LACK OF MAPS AND ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIALS 
It seems quite odd that there is only one map included, and it is not complete.  Where are the 
analytical maps and graphics that tell the existing and future story? Where are the various 
corridors, parks, vacant lands, neighborhoods, core districts, etc. indicated in the plan? Have 
any analysis and concept maps, tables, charts, figures or similar tools been developed  to clarify 
the transportation, economic development, land use, parks/open space, housing and other key 
topics? Are there any specific urban design thoughts or ideas for future consideration? 

LUDMA 
As indicated in the text,  the plan needs to meet LUDMA requirements. It seems that the level 
of detail provided is less than typical. 

OVERALL SUMMARY  
I was hoping for an engaging plan that addresses head-on the key the city faces as outlined in 
the RPLOQ, and in particular how the city should address affordable housing. There appears to 
be no specific affordable housing discussion, beyond the goals expressed. Does this meet state 
code requirement? Perhaps the missing detail will be provided in an appendix or background 
report, in which case it would be good to be provided such information as part of the draft plan. 

I would like to hear more about the  transportation, economic and housing analyses that were 
undertaken, what the findings are, and to see any maps and details that were developed, so we 
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better understand how the plan was developed and how future versions of the plan can be 
improved prior to being considered for adoption. 
 
PAGE-BY-PAGE COMMENTS  
See attached edit-copy of the Draft General Plan (PDF). 
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SOUTH OGDEN GENERAL PLAN

2021
Draft Plan - July 2021

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
The cursive text is super difficult to read in most parts of the plan - it just seems that there are so many different sizes, types and colors of fonts that the writing isn't grounded as a result. 



2 SOUTH OGDEN GENERAL PLAN
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1: INTRODUCTION



4 SOUTH OGDEN GENERAL PLAN

The General Plan 
helps ensure that a 
high quality of life is 
preserved and enhanced 
for residents, businesses, 
and visitors!

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
.... so hard for an old man like me to read this!
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1.1 WELCOME

WELCOME TO SOUTH OGDEN TOMORROW!
South Ogden is strategically planning for the future with its 
new General Plan, which captures the community’s vision for 
tomorrow.

THE GENERAL PLAN & WHY IT MATTERS
The General Plan is a high-level guide for South Ogden City. It is 
a policy document that captures the city’s vision for the future. 
When the city makes decisions related to land use, economic 
development, transportation, housing, and public improvements, 
the General Plan acts as a guide for those decisions. Such 
actions, in effect, help to ensure that a high quality of life is 
preserved and enhanced for residents, businesses, and visitors!

The General Plan also helps relate an understanding of regional 
issues and how they may impact South Ogden. The General Plan 
will reflect how to retain the character of the city as it grows with 
and within the Ogden Valley Region. South Ogden is primarily a 
residential city with beautiful neighborhoods! Our General Plan 
helps by clarifying which areas of the city are expected to remain 
stable with minor modifications and which areas are expected to 
evolve and experience more noticeable changes. 

The plan provides a decision-making framework for all zoning 
and other land use and development decisions made by the 
city. It is important to note that while the plan informs what type 
of zoning regulation is applied to a property, it is not the same 
thing as zoning.
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1.2 ABOUT THE GENERAL PLAN 

WHO USES THE GENERAL PLAN? 
One of the most important things to know about the General Plan is that we can all use it! 

City Officials and Staff use the General Plan to guide their decisions and to make or update policies 
and regulations. The plan can help prioritize budget-related decisions on capital improvements and 
guide the evaluation and review of development proposals.

Residents can use the General Plan to stay informed on what is expected to happen in the com-
munity and how that relates to what is happening in their neighborhood (zooming in), as well as the 
broader Wasatch Front region (zooming out). 

Business Owners and Property Owners can use the General Plan to understand the direction 
South Ogden City is going to achieve the community’s vision and how that impacts the choices they 
have regarding their property and/or business.

WHY IS SOUTH OGDEN UPDATING ITS GENERAL PLAN?
Many cities update their General Plan every five to ten years, depending on how much change 
is happening and where. South Ogden City is on the verge of its next layer of evolution. Updates 
have been made to the zoning ordinance to accommodate new types of development and 
redevelopment. It is an exciting time for South Ogden, and this update helps to ensure the General 
Plan accurately reflects the vision for the future and illustrates how our great neighborhoods will 
benefit from investment in the city! As part of the update, the city is taking a close look at moderate-
income housing to ensure it is meeting or exceeding state requirements.

DO WE NEED A GENERAL PLAN? 
Yes! The State of Utah recognizes the integrated relationship between land use, transportation, and 
housing and the important role and impact of long-range planning within its counties and cities. 
Each City and Town is required by Utah Code to prepare and adopt a comprehensive, long-range 
general plan.



7DRAFT PLAN - JULY 2021

LUDMA AND UTAH STATE CODE REQUIREMENTS

Title 10 of Utah’s State Code is the Utah Municipal Code, enacted 
in 1977 by Chapter 48 of the General Session. Title 10 addresses 
state requirements related to cities of the first through fifth class. 
South Ogden, with a population of more than 10,000 but less than 
30,000, is a fourth-class city.

In 2005, the Utah Legislature enacted the Municipal Land Use 
Development and Management Act (LUDMA), which is codified 
for municipalities in Chapter 9a of Title 10. As new issues and/or 
priorities have emerged, the Legislature has updated LUDMA to 
facilitate strategies to address them.

The purposes of LUDMA echo the police power objectives that 
have driven planning efforts and zoning ordinances since their 
inception. Primarily, to provide for the health, safety, and welfare 
of present and future inhabitants and businesses, while also 
promoting prosperity, protecting property values and the city’s 
tax base, and facilitating orderly growth with a variety of housing 
types. 

To accomplish the purposes of LUDMA, each municipality shall “...
prepare and adopt a comprehensive, long-range general plan for: 

(a) present and future needs of the municipality; and 

(b) growth and development of all or any part of the land within 
the municipality.

While the state does not dictate the format of the General Plan, it 
does require cities of South Ogden’s size to have at a minimum: 

1. A land use element; 

2. A transportation and traffic circulation element; and 

3. A plan that provides a realistic opportunity to meet the need 
for additional moderate income housing.

“Moderate income housing” means housing occupied or reserved 
for occupancy by households with a gross household income equal 
to or less than 80% of the median gross income for households of 
the same size in the county in which the city is located. 

In drafting the moderate income housing element, the planning 
commission shall consider the Legislature’s determination that 
municipalities shall facilitate a reasonable opportunity for a variety 
of housing, including moderate income housing:

(a) to meet the needs of people of various income levels living, 
working, or desiring to live or work in the community; and

(b) to allow people with various incomes to benefit from and fully 
participate in all aspects of neighborhood and community life;

Utah State Code additionally specifies that cities shall include “an 
analysis of how the municipality will provide a realistic opportunity 
for the development of moderate income housing within the next 
five years;” and shall include three or more of the strategies listed 
in 10-9a-403(3) for facilitating this opportunity. These strategies 
are integrated into the General Plan as well as South Ogden’s 
Moderate Income Housing Plan, developed in conjunction with the 
General Plan update process.

markvlasic1-old07er
Highlight

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
It would be good to clarify how these are met in the plan. There seems to be very little specific background or analysis upon which the plan has been developed. Also, while LUDMA is critical, we need to decide how the other concerns expressed in the RPLOQ have been addressed. 
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South Ogden, along with 
all classes of cities, is now 
required to annually review 
and report on:

• the estimated need for 
moderate income housing 
for the next five years, 

• progress the city has made 
in providing moderate 
income housing, 

• a description of any efforts 
to utilize a moderate 
income housing set-aside 
from the city’s community 
development and renewal 
agency, and

• a description of how the 
city has implemented 
any of the recommended 
moderate income housing 
strategies described 
in Subsection 10-9a-
401(3)(b) of Utah Code. 
These strategies were 
confirmed and codified 
in 2019 as part of SB34, 
which asks cities to 
evaluate housing in 
relation to transportation 
investments.

markvlasic1-old07er
Highlight

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
Same comment as previous page - how is this addressed in the General Plan? 
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1.3 THE GENERAL PLAN  & HOUSING

DO WE NEED A MODERATE-INCOME HOUSING PLAN?
Yes! Each city in Utah has a responsibility to provide a reasonable opportunity for moderate income 
households to live in their city. The Moderate-Income Housing Plan outlines the city’s goals and 
strategies for how they will meet this responsibility. How much moderate income housing does each 
city need? The estimated amount of housing needed is based on city and county-level demographic 
data and population projections for the next five years.

Moderate-income housing is also sometimes known as “Affordable Housing”. Affordable housing 
and housing affordability can mean many different things to different stakeholders. Affordability can 
be understood as the relationship between a household’s income and its housing costs. In general, 
housing that is considered affordable is housing for which the occupant(s) pay no more than 30 
percent of their income for gross housing costs, including utilities. 

Moderate-Income Housing, as defined by Utah State Code, specifically refers to providing housing 
for households with a gross household income equal to or less than 80 percent of the median gross 
income for households of the same size in the county in which the city is located.
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2: COMMUNITY 
CONTEXT
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From its early moniker as 
the “City of Homes”, South 
Ogden City has evolved 
into a balanced mix of 
residential neighborhoods, 
shopping centers, business 
areas, parks, open space, 
and entertainment.

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
Same readability comment
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2.1 THE SOUTH OGDEN STORY

ABOUT SOUTH OGDEN
Located in Weber County just over 30 miles north of Utah’s 
state capital, South Ogden City is framed by a backdrop of the 
Wasatch Mountains to the east and the Great Salt Lake to the 
west. 

From its early moniker as the “City of Homes”, South Ogden City 
has evolved into a balanced mix of residential neighborhoods, 
shopping centers, business areas, parks, open space, and 
entertainment. Proximity to larger employers in Weber County 
and regional transportation ensure that South Ogden remains 
a desirable location for residing. Regional growth and a strong 
economy are bringing in new development and triggering the 
revitalization of the city as envisioned by previous planning 
efforts. It also means the increasing pace of new development is 
impacting the stock of smaller, historically affordable, workforce 
housing the city has been known for and grew up around. The 
General Plan is structured around goals and policies that aim to 
strike the right balance between growth and preservation. 

SOUTH OGDEN: THE BEGINNINGS
As a permanent settlement, South Ogden’s beginnings date to 
1848 when the pioneer-era Burch family established roots near 
the base of the canyon and creek known now as Burch Creek. 
Two years later, in 1850, Weber County was established. The 
community became known as Burch Creek and remained a small 
agricultural settlement, supported by irrigation projects that 
distributed canyon stream water to fields and homes. 

As a town, South Ogden began to emerge near the end of 
the 19th century as the subdivision and development of land 
for both residential and commercial uses created platted 
neighborhoods on the north end of the city, near City Hall. 
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To serve the growing population, the Burch 
Creek Elementary and Junior High School was 
built and considered to be “one of the most 
modern” schools in the state of Utah at the 
time. 

Early growth focused in the area between 
36th and 40th Streets, supporting nearby 
commercial uses and the establishment of 
the Ogden Golf and Country Club in 1914. By 
the 1930s, the community of approximately 
800 people found themselves in need of more 
water, a sewer system, roads, and sidewalks. 
While annexation into nearby Ogden was 
considered, after several failed initiatives a 
committee was formed to petition the Weber 
County Commissioners for incorporation. 
With this petition granted, the community 
incorporated on July 6, 1936, as the Town of 
South Ogden. Incorporation stimulated more 
development, with the population nearing 
1,500 by the 1940 Census and the community 
was designated a city. 

South Ogden absorbed some of county-wide 
growth spurt which occurred just before and 
during World War II when the military built 
the Defense Depot Ogden in northern Weber 
County and Hill Air Force Base and the Naval 
Supply Depot in nearby Davis County. FHA 
approved housing policies spurred additional 
growth beginning in 1949 and keeping 
momentum through to 1970. During this time 
period South Ogden was growing 2 to 3 times 
faster than Weber County as a whole.

SOUTH OGDEN’S HERITAGE: THE BURCH CREEK 
NAME 

While the name of the City was changed to 
South Ogden upon incorporation, the Burch 
name lives on! Burch Creek and Burch Canyon 
both honor the first pioneer family to settle 
the area, which established the roots of 
today’s city. Aspects of the built environment, 
including Burch Creek Elementary School and 
local businesses also honor the Burch Family.
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SOUTH WHO OR WHAT? THE CITY’S NAME:

UPON INCORPORATION IN 1936, THE CITY WAS NAMED 
AS A DERIVATIVE OF ITS NORTHERN NEIGHBOR 
OGDEN WHICH, ALONG WITH THE RIVER FLOWING 
THROUGH IT AND THE CANYON THROUGH WHICH IT 
FLOWS, WAS NAMED FOR THE EARLY FUR TRADER 
AND TRAPPER, PETER SKENE OGDEN. OGDEN 
EXPLORED THE WESTERN UNITED STATES AND PASSED 
THROUGH UTAH AS PART OF THE HUDSON BAY 
COMPANY. OGDEN, A WIDELY TRAVELED TRAPPER/
TRADER, FIRST EXPLORED NORTHERN UTAH IN 1824-
25, AND THE WEBER RIVER VICINITY IN 1828-29. 
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1848: Burch 
Family settles in 
the area, which 
becomes known 
as Burch Creek

1850: Weber 
County 
established

1852: Weber 
Canal built; 
Daniel Burch 
builds a gristmill 
near its source 
in what is now 
Riverdale

1890s: Development 
begins with 
investments in the land 
on the North end of 
the City

1897: Burch Creek 
Elementary & Junior 
High School – first 
school in the area

1914: Establishment of 
the Ogden Golf and 
Country Club

EVOLUTION OF SOUTH OGDEN

1940: Census 
Population of 
1,407

1934: Federal 
Drought Relief 
Agency finances 
a water supply 
line from Burch 
Creek Canyon

1940s: Housing boom related 
to South Ogden’s proximity 
to Hill Air Force Base and 
Defense Depot Ogden. 
Estimated population of 
3,600 by 1946

1953: New 
municipal 
building 
constructed, 
which also 
served as the 
fire station

1936: South Ogden 
incorporates on July 6 as 
the Town of South Ogden; 
population 800 people

1820s to 1840s: 
fur trappers & 
traders explore 
vicinity of the 
Weber & Ogden 
Rivers and begin 
permanent 
settlements

overlapping with early 
settlement: The Ogden & 
Weber River and canyons 
are frequent gathering 
places for Indigenous people, 
including the Eastern 
Shoshone & Goshute Tribes

1950: Census 
Population of 
3,763
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1970: Census 
population of 
9,971

These key events in South Ogden’s 
history have impacted the planning and 

development evolution of the city.

1971: Weber County Comprehensive 
Land Use Master Plan: Southeast 
Planning Area, 1970 to 1990. Predicted 
continuing high growth and a future 
1990 population of 19,700. Less than 
half the land developed in the city; 37% 
vacant; 24% agriculture.

1983: New City 
Hall, dedicated 
December 8, 1983

1990: Census 
population of 
12,105 

1996: population 
estimated at 
14,293

1997: South Ogden 
General Plan is 
adopted

2001: Quality of 
Life Plan Addendum 
to General Plan  

2000: Census 
population of 
14,377

2008: Update/
Addendum to 
General Plan

2010: Census 
population of 
16,532

2019: population 
estimated at 17,199

1950: Census 
Population of 
3,763

1960: Census 
population of 
7,405 

1980: Census 
population of 
11,366
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ABOUT WEBER COUNTY
Established as one of the size original counties in the territory of Utah 
in 1850, Weber County for a time bordered California and the Oregon 
territory. As additional counties were created and the boundaries of 
Utah evolved, the size of the county was reduced to its current size, 
which encompasses XX square miles and reaches from the Great Salt 
Lake to the Wasatch Range. 
Weber County has long been the crossroads of Utah and the 
Intermountain West. The importance of Weber County is underscored 
by the Ogden and Weber rivers and their tributaries, including what is 
known today as Burch Creek. The first accurate maps of the area were 
drawn by John C. Fremont, after he visited the mouth of the Weber 
River in 1843. The waterways of Weber County have fostered seasonal 
camps, settlements, and growth since prehistoric times. Archaeologists 
suggest human occupation of the area began over 10,000 years ago 
as the freshwater Lake Bonneville ebbed and eventually became the 
saline Great Salt Lake. Nomadic Shoshone, Ute, and prehistoric Indians 
favored the area for centuries before the arrival of the pioneers. The 
location offered a beautiful setting and multiple resources nearby, 
with hunting in the mountain and foothills and fishing in the creeks, 
streams, and rivers. Mounds containing the remains of some of these 
camps are found near the confluence of the Weber and Ogden rivers.
Named for fur trader John Weber, permanent settlement in the 
county began in 1846 as trapper and horse trader Miles Goodyear 
constructed Fort Buenaventura as a way station and trading post for 
overland emigrants. Goodyear’s enterprise was unique in offering 
freshly grown produce, wheat, and corn. Goodyear sold his claim to 
James Brown soon after and within a few years the community had 
evolved to include 1,141 residents by 1850. Known as Brown’s Fort or 
Brownsville for a few years, the name was changed to Ogden in honor 
of the early fur trader and trapper Peter Skene Ogden. 
Growth accelerated in 1869 when the nation’s first transcontinental 
railroad was completed on 10 May at Promontory Summit, sixty 
miles northwest of Ogden; the junction for transfer of rolling stock, 
passengers, and freight was quickly moved to more conveniently 
located Ogden, nicknamed “Junction City.”
Weber County’s next sizeable population explosion came just 
before and during World War II when the military built the Defense 
Depot Ogden in northern Weber County and Hill Air Force Base 
and the Naval Supply Depot in nearby Davis County. These military 
establishments continue to provide many jobs for Weber County 
residents today.
Weber County today is the fourth most populated county in Utah, with 
an estimated 260,213 residents and is home to 15 incorporated towns 
and cities, along with several unincorporated communities. South 
Ogden is, based on latest population estimates, the fourth largest city 
in Weber County, trailing just behind North Ogden. Ogden and Roy 
are the top two cities, by population. 
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INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We acknowledge that this land, a gathering place 
for Indigenous peoples which is named for the Ute 
Tribe, is the traditional and ancestral homeland of 
the Shoshone, Paiute, Goshute, and Ute Tribes. South 
Ogden City recognizes and respects the enduring 
relationship that exists between many Indigenous 
peoples and their traditional homelands.
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3: PLANNING 
CONTEXT
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The region in which 
South Ogden is located 
will continue to grow and 
change, having both direct 
and indirect impacts on 
South Ogden.
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3.1 PLANNING SOUTH OGDEN

SOUTH OGDEN’S PLANNING CONTEXT
What is happening that infl uences South Ogden’s future? The 
region in which South Ogden is located will continue to grow and 
change, having both direct and indirect impacts on South Ogden. 
Impacts to quality of life, opportunities, tax base, traffi  c, jobs, 
housing, education, and retail/services.

As such, in this chapter we take a look at both the local context 
of South Ogden City, and the surrounding regional context of the 
city’s municipal neighbors, regional entities, and the region as a 
whole (Weber County and the Wasatch Front).

GOALS OF THE PLANNING PROCESS
South Ogden City identifi ed the following objectives for the 
planning process: 

• Update, as needed, the 1997 General Plan Policies
• Re-affi  rm the community’s vision for the future
• Further implement and expand upon the previous plan’s 

vision for the built environment (including the city center and 
surrounding/downtown neighborhoods)

• Clearly articulate the form of future physical growth (update 
the General Plan to refl ect the City’s implementation of past 
planning eff orts using Form-Based Code strategies) 

• Evaluate and update the City’s moderate-income housing 
strategies to ensure aff ordable housing is available as the city 
evolves
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3.2 LOCAL CONTEXT

THE COMMUNITY
South Ogden City is primarily a bedroom 
community, but maintains two robust, 
successful major business districts, as 
well as smaller nodes throughout the city.

South Ogden’s strong business 
environment has been combined with a 
relatively low cost of living and average 
(and affordable) home prices for decades. 
Many residents are drawn to the area for 
the unique, historic neighborhoods.

South Ogden is bounded by other 
municipalities and the Uintah Highlands 
(water & sewer) Improvement District, 
with a portion of its southern border 
adjacent to unincorporated county land. 
With relatively little vacant, developable 
land within the city’s boundaries and any 
potential annexation areas, South Ogden 
is entering a phase of growth and change 
that will result from small- to large-scale 
redevelopment efforts. As is typical with 
redevelopment, the new uses are often at 
a higher level of intensity than previously. 
This means the city could experience 
a higher rate of growth than in recent 
decades when growth resulted primarily 
from new development at a relatively low 
average density. 
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Updated 
Annexation 
Policy Plan

40th Street CRA 
Approval

City Council 
Strategic Plan

Culinary Water 
Capital Facilities 
Plan & Impact 
Fee Analysis

Parks Capital 
Facilities Plan

Tri-City Active 
Transportation 
Plan

2009 202020192013 2015

Sewer Capital 
Facilities Plan 
& Impact Fee 
Analysis

Traffic Capital 
Facilities Plan 
& Impact Fee 
Analysis

Retail Leakage 
and Surplus 
Analysis

Storm Drain 
Capital Facilities 
Plan & Impact 
Fee Analysis 

3.3 RELATED TECHNICAL PLANS/STUDIES 

The City has been working to update many of its technical and specific plans to reflect updated 
knowledge and preferences about the economy, open spaces, parks, utilities, and transportation. 
These recently completed technical plans are partners to the General Plan update, which ties things 
together under a “Big Picture” framework. 
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3.4 REGIONAL CONTEXT

Wasatch Choice is the shared regional vision for the 
communities of the Wasatch Front. Wasatch Choice 
was established over a decade ago through an 
extensive public input process to reflect community 
values related to future growth.  

The Wasatch Choice 2050 Vision (WC2050) 
represents the regional vision looking out to 2050 
and is used to guide transportation planning and 
funding decisions by the metropolitan planning 
organization, the Wasatch Front Regional Council 
(WFRC). WFRC serves as the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) for the Salt Lake City – West 
Valley and the Ogden – Layton urbanized areas 
whose boundaries are set by the US Census Bureau. 

MPOs are federally mandated decision-making 
bodies — with representation from local elected 
officials and transportation agencies — to ensure 
regional cooperation in transportation planning and 
use of federal funds. Utah’s four MPOs — WFRC, 
MAG, Cache MPO (Logan urbanized area), and Dixie 
MPO (St. George urbanized area) — work together 
with UDOT, UTA, and other transit agencies to 
produce Utah’s Unified Transportation Plan.

WC2050 identifies specific transportation projects 
and investments, as well as the associated use of 
land near those investments to achieve agreed-upon 
outcomes for local communities across the region. 
Once projects are selected, they are prioritized 
based on when the project is needed and when 
funding can reasonably be assumed to pay for it.

REGIONAL CONTEXT AND LOCAL IMPACTS: 

WASATCH CHOICE 2050 (WC2050).

WC2050 identifies ten goals that represent the 
regional vision and articulates how to make 
the vision a reality through recommended 
implementation strategies. 

1. Livable and healthy communities | 

2. Access to economic and educational 
opportunities | 

3. Manageable and reliable traffic conditions | 

4. Quality transportation choices | 

5. Safe, user friendly streets 

6. Clean air 

7. Housing choices and affordable living expenses 

8. Fiscally responsible communities and 
infrastructure 

9. Sustainable environment, including water, 
agricultural, and other natural resources 

10. Ample parks, open spaces, and recreational 
opportunities

Four key strategies represent the overarching 
themes in the Wasatch Choice Regional Vision and 
help achieve the Regional Goals:

1. Provide Transportation Choices: Help us have 
real options in how we choose to get around 
and increase the number of easily reached 
destinations.

2. Support Housing Options: Support housing 
types and locations that we can both afford and 
work best for our lives.

3. Preserve Open Space: Preserve sufficient and 
easily accessible open lands that provide us with 
recreational opportunities.

4. Link Economic Development with Transportation 
and Housing Decisions: Create a synergy 
between these three key building blocks. 
Enable shorter and less expensive travel to 
afford us more time and money. Efficiently 
utilize infrastructure to save taxpayer dollars. 
Provide housing options and increase housing 
affordability. Improve the air we breathe by 
reducing auto emissions.

https://wfrc.org/vision-plans/wasatch-choice-2050/ 
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3.4 REGIONAL CONTEXT

Regional Collaboration: 
WC2050 identifies specific 
transportation projects and 

investments, as well as the 
associated use of land near 

those investments, to achieve 
agreed-upon outcomes for 

local communities.
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CONNECTION TO OGDEN CITY’S URBAN FORM/EVOLUTION

South Ogden’s history is tied to the development and evolution of its neighbor to 
the north, Ogden City.

Ogden, North Ogden, Plain City, and Hooper were laid out and platted as 
pioneer villages [see 1887 survey map image]. Other settlements, like South 
Ogden, were informal agricultural settlements that evolved into communities 
and then into towns and cities.

In 1851, Ogden was surveyed and platted into streets, blocks, and lots by 
Henry Sherwood establishing the gridded pattern familiar to early pioneer 
communities of Utah. In the late 19th century, the 10-acre blocks began to be 
subdivided and streets dividing the blocks were introduced to the City. These 
streets opened up the large blocks, intended to serve as “urban ag” lots, and 
initiated and influenced the transition of Ogden from an agricultural village to an 
urban community. 

This grid pattern influenced and extended into present day South Ogden, linking 
the cities by both major and minor streets and leading to similar development 
patterns and urban form. South Ogden began a transition from an agricultural 
village to an urban community at this time as well.
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P O P U L A T I O N

The population, which experienced significant 
growth in the middle part of the 20th century, 
has continued a steady increase through a 
combination of new housing on vacant land, 
redevelopment of land into new residential or 
higher intensity residential, and the annexation 
of land with existing residential development.

A F F O R D A B I L I T Y

The marketability and “value” of living in South Ogden is rising. We’ve been a pretty affordable 
community for a long time, but the redevelopment of key areas will take away some of our 
affordable housing stock and replace it with new housing that may not necessarily be as 
affordable. The current median home value in South Ogden ranges from $118,000 to $400,000, 
with median rent ranging from $675 to nearly $1,500 per month, depending on the location.

C O M M U T I N G

The average commute time 
has been increasing, with a rise 
from 18.8 minutes for the mean 
travel time to work in 1990 to an 
estimated 21.2 minutes in 2019.

3.5 HOW HAS SOUTH OGDEN CHANGED?

11

33

22
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4: VISION & GUIDING 
FRAMEWORK
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South Ogden City will 
stand out as a friendly, 
safe, and inviting place to 
live, work, and visit; where 
residents feel at home and 
enjoy a high quality of life 
in a vibrant community. 
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4.1 QUALITY OF LIFE

SOUTH OGDEN’S VISION
South Ogden City is committed to creating and maintaining 
a high quality of life for its residents and businesses, which is 
reflected in the City’s Vision Statement: 

South Ogden City will stand out as a friendly, safe, and inviting place 
to live, work, and visit; where residents feel at home and enjoy a high 
quality of life in a vibrant community. 

The General Plan strives to implement this core vision, with 
an eye to the future while honoring the City’s heritage and 
respecting the community and neighborhoods here today. The 
plan provides a framework to help the city thrive now and in the 
future.

markvlasic1-old07er
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10 THINGS PEOPLE VALUE

1
BEAUTIFUL, UNIQUE NEIGHBORHOODS

2
GREAT LOCATION

3
THE PEOPLE – FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

4
MODERATE SIZED AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

OPTIONS
5

VIEWS AND PROXIMITY TO OPEN SPACES
6

EASY COMMUTE TO EMPLOYMENT
7

CITY PARKS AND AMENITIES
8

LOCAL BUSINESSES & COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICTS

9
GREAT SCHOOLS

10
ABILITY TO “DO/HAVE IT ALL” WITHIN AN EASY 

REACH

markvlasic1-old07er
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1997 PLAN: THIRTEEN GUIDING PRINCIPLES

In the 1997 General Plan, the community 
identified 13 guiding principles representing 
conclusions to the data and information 
summarized during the planning process. These 
guiding principles provided the foundation for 
the Land Use Plan, Transportation Plan, Park 
& Recreation Lands Plan, and the plan’s goals, 
policies, and implementation programs. Many 
of these principles are still relevant and are 
incorporated into the updated General Plan!

1. To enhance South Ogden’s quality of life and 
community character.

2. To enhance South Ogden’s separate identity 
from neighboring communities and the larger 
Ogden urban area.

3. To maintain an orderly pattern of community 
development consistent with economic, social, 
and environmental needs.

4. To conceive, provide, and maintain a 
functional road network to furnish transportation 
services required by current and projected land 
uses.

5. To foster reduced dependence on the 
automobile and increase opportunities for 
alternative modes of travel.

6. To provide for a diversified economic base 
with a range of employment opportunities.

7. To nurture community health and safety 
within South Ogden and promote its sense of 
wellbeing.

8. To promote the provision of adequate 
housing including a mix of housing sizes and 
types to support a diverse population within the 
City.

9. To provide park and recreational facilities 
and City sponsored activities for all citizens.

10. To preserve and protect scenic and natural 
resources.

11. To prevent loss of life, injury, and property 
damage due to natural and manmade hazards.

12. To foster increased cooperation and 
coordination among governmental entities, 
particularly in coordinating land and 
transportation planning measures.

13. To administer the General Plan.

SOUTH OGDEN’S ASSETS & 
PRIORITIES
This planning process, along with previous ef-
forts and knowledge, clearly identified the things 
about South Ogden that are highly valued by the 
community. The process also helped articulate 
common themes that reflect the community’s 
priorities, whether they are topics of concern 
or ideas and excitement about new opportuni-
ties. Together, these assets and priorities have 
helped guide the framework for the General 
Plan and the policies within. 

The City recognizes that what the community 
and city value largely governs what we do, why 
we do it, and how and when we make it happen. 
The values embraced by the community must 
be reflected in daily actions and decision-mak-
ing, as well as the long-range framework for the 
city’s future.

markvlasic1-old07er
Highlight

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
At the risk of sounding repetitive, what was the process and what came out of it. A summary of the process and results is necessary to understand where these come from.



36 SOUTH OGDEN GENERAL PLAN

11

33

22

44

55

Safe Travels: Active Transportation Options 
and Multi-Modal Connectivity

Infrastructure – upkeep/
maintenance, capacity 

Energy and Enthusiasm for facilitating the 
transformation of the north end of town into 
a Downtown/City Center with a distinct 
South Ogden “vibe”

Housing Diversity and Choice and 
ongoing Affordability for Living in 
South Ogden

Community events and social gathering places, 
recreation; community center/aquatic center

10 PRIORITIES TO CONSIDER IN PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
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66

88

77

99

1010

Community Wellbeing – every resident is 
given the opportunity to thrive and live a 

healthy, happy high quality life

Keeping the community 
looking good!

Preservation and maintenance of older, 
historic neighborhoods on the north end –

balance with the redevelopment of downtown 
and the investment and maintenance of newer/

southern neighborhoods

New restaurants/food/businesses 
– informal social places including 

bars/taverns

Managing Parking and Traffic with the 
increasing Residential Development and 

minimal transit options available in a car-
based society/setting

markvlasic1-old07er
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The following key themes and guiding principles represent South Ogden’s values, priorities, and frame 
the vision for tomorrow. These principles incorporate the ideas and values that remain relevant from the 
1997 General Plan principles and previous planning efforts, while also reflecting new knowledge, new 
directions, and new ideas.

The principles provide a framework for the general plan’s initiatives and policies, and the 
recommendations for guiding the continued growth and evolution of South Ogden for the next 1 to 20 
years and beyond.

1. NEIGHBORHOOD INTEGRITY

Maintain the character and integrity of existing South Ogden neighborhoods, parks, open spaces, 
and trails by focusing growth in the mixed-use centers and along multi-modal corridors. [work with 
regional partners to identify land uses/centers and negotiate/lobby for transit along 40th and into/out of 
downtown/city center.]

2. INCLUSIVE & EQUITABLE CITY

Ensure an inclusive South Ogden by providing affordable housing and transportation choices throughout 
the city.

3. INNOVATIVE & SUSTAINABLE CITY

Encourage and integrate innovative and sustainable ideas and development [see city council strategic 
plan focus as well]

4. PROACTIVE/ONGOING PLANNING & REGIONAL COORDINATION/COLLABORATION

Provide an ongoing planning framework for more detailed and timeline planning and design of 
centers, corridor, and neighborhoods with continued opportunities for participation and partnerships, 
prioritization, and performance measurement.

5. ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITY/ACCESSIBILITY

Ensure all residents in existing and redeveloping neighborhoods have safe and convenient access to jobs, 
(housing), and a variety of amenities and basic services, including great parks, strong schools, convenient 
shopping, and nearby regional centers.

4.2 THE PLANNING FRAMEWORK/PRINCIPLES

markvlasic1-old07er
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6. AMENITY-RICH CITY

Encourage and support a variety of 
amenity-rich places throughout the city 
with a balance/mix of live, work, and play 
opportunities.

7. ENGAGED COMMUNITY

Provide all residents opportunities for 
enhanced levels of authentic engagement.

8. WALKABLE & BIKEABLE/CONNECTED 
COMMUNITY

Connect safe and stable mixed-income 
neighborhood with a system of walkable and 
bikeable streets, trails, and pathways that 
celebrate and link natural greenways and 
drainage ways.

9. CONSERVE, PROTECT, & MANAGE 
RESOURCES

Conserve, protect, and manage the natural, 
cultural, open space, and historic resources 
of South Ogden.

10. DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER

Facilitate a distinctive character for South 
Ogden - for downtown/city center, along 
major corridors, and throughout city 
neighborhoods

11. HAPPY & HEALTHY COMMUNITY/
COMMUNITY WELL-BEING

Support a healthy & Happy community; 
foster community wellbeing
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4.3 FOCUS INITIATIVES

INTRODUCTION
The focus initiatives take past planning efforts 
and current efforts and align them with what we 
heard and learned from the community during 
this planning process. The initiatives are a direct 
reflection of the range and diversity of viewpoints, 
from concerns to support to excitement about 
planning for South Ogden’s future. Along with the 
Guiding Principles, the Focus Initiatives provide a 
lens through which the recommendations in the 
General Plan were evaluated for inclusion.  

The objective of the Vision section is to provide 
a citizen-friendly guide to the General Plan and 
highlight the key areas of focus the city will take 
in planning and making decisions about the 
community’s future. 

As needs or priorities shift or change, these can be 
updated, adapted, shifted, or marked as complete! 
New focus initiatives may be added or new ideas 
and information may be incorporated into an 
existing initiative. 

This section will help keep the plan nimble, 
responsive, and most of all, a useful tool for the city 
and the community alike. 
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BALANCED & CENTERED GROWTH 
Balanced & Centered Growth establishes a framework for clearly targeting areas of growth, areas of 
moderate change, stabilizing areas for reinvestment, and areas of stability. Balanced and Centered growth 
will consider and coordinate efforts to maximize new investments and development in the city’s centers and 
main corridors, strengthen the city’s fiscal sustainability, and also promote neighborhood preservation.

COMMUNITY WELLBEING 
Community Wellbeing establishes a framework for ensuring both individual and community 
wellbeing for all of South Ogden. The Community Wellbeing initiative will evaluate the proximity 
of open spaces to residents to ensure ease of access, consider connections to goods and services, 
and ensure social and cultural health for all residents.

CONNECTED CITY
Connected City establishes a framework for providing safe and equal access to opportunities and 
amenities for all residents. The Connected City initiative will help make South Ogden become 
known as a pedestrian and bike friendly community.

SUSTAINABLE CITY
Sustainable City establishes a framework for ensuring South Ogden becomes an efficient, resilient 
city. The Sustainable City initiative will help ensure the city’s built and natural environment, social and 
cultural traditions, and fiscal health are preserved, respected, enhanced, and reclaimed.

11

33

22

44

DISTINCTIVE CITY CHARACTER & VIBRANT CITY CENTER
Distinct and Vibrant City Center establishes a framework for ensuring the heart of South Ogden is 
defined and functions as a true community center. The Distinct and Vibrant City Center initiative 
will strive to recruit and provide diverse uses and amenities that are attractive to a wide range of 
demographics and age groups.
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1: Balanced & Centered Growth
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Related Principles:

FOCUS INITIATIVE #1

WHAT WILL SOUTH OGDEN ACCOMPLISH BY 
BALANCING & CENTERING ITS GROWTH? 
• By directing the majority of growth into centers the city 

can preserve existing neighborhoods that offer historic 
and cultural value, housing diversity, housing choice, and 
naturally occurring affordable housing options, while also 
providing enhanced economic development, increased 
social/cultural activities, and effective civic services.

• The city is ensuring the heart of South Ogden will continue 
to evolve and become the community’s civic, social, and 
commercial core supported by new housing within the 
center, which will spark and support the viability and 
vibrancy of a mixed-use City Center/Downtown.

• By proactively planning for what we want – a vibrant mixed 
use city center AND successful business districts AND 
maintaining and respecting existing neighborhoods, South 
Ogden is helping the city’s neighborhoods remain high 
quality, desirable places to live. 

• The city is reflecting a commitment to responsible, respectful 
growth by honoring the embodied energy and culture of 
its older neighborhoods while planning and building the 
right infrastructure and services for new and emerging 
neighborhoods and centers. 

• By planning for and supporting a diverse collection of 
neighborhood types (new and existing), the city is facilitating 
a Context-sensitive growth strategy. 
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FOCUS INITIATIVE #2

WHAT WILL SOUTH OGDEN ACCOMPLISH BY 
AIMING TO BE A CONNECTED CITY?
• By working to implement and expand multi-modal 

connections, South Ogden is providing safe and equal access 
to opportunities and amenities for all residents.

• By increasing walking, biking, and hiking opportunities, the 
South Ogden is working to make the city be known as a 
pedestrian and bike friendly community. 

• The city is supporting the movement and mobility of 
people within South Ogden and to regional connections by 
expanding the role of biking, pedestrian travel, and transit. 

• The city is enhancing the vitality of the community and 
facilitating social and cultural connections through 
improvement to the biking and walking infrastructure, 
supporting opportunities for neighbors’ interaction with each 
other while out and about biking and walking

• By increasing connections, the city is enhancing 
interconnected, useable open spaces for recreation and 
enjoyment

• The city is providing safe and equal access to opportunities 
and amenities
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2: Connected Community
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3: Community Well-Being
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FOCUS INITIATIVE #3

WHAT WILL SOUTH OGDEN ACCOMPLISH BY 
AIMING TO ENHANCE COMMUNITY WELLBEING?
• By considering connections to goods and services, the city 

can help ensure social and cultural health for all residents

• By recognizing differences in needs and preferences based 
on age, length of residency, and household configuration, 
the city is addressing the different demands and desires 
of the whole population for community amenities and 
community character.

• The city is helping maintain the character of the community 
by ensuring the mountain views and cozy neighborhoods are 
retained and maintained. 

• By looking to add diverse open spaces, from small pocket 
parks to the natural riparian corridor along Burch Creek, 
South Ogden will continue to protect natural resources that 
improve quality of life.

• The city is ensuring opportunities for all residents and 
businesses to thrive
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FOCUS INITIATIVE #4

WHAT WILL SOUTH OGDEN ACCOMPLISH BY 
AIMING TO BE A SUSTAINABLE CITY?
• The South Ogden natural environment/resources will be 

preserved, respected, enhanced, and reclaimed. 

• By building and maintaining infrastructure that supports a 
healthy and safe lifestyle/quality of life, South Ogden will 
become an efficient, resilient city.

• The city can help improve air quality and community 
wellbeing by expanding the Urban Forest and Tree Canopy

• The city will establish a balance between the impacts and 
benefits to residents of today and of future generations that 
will live in the city.
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4: Sustainable City
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5: Distinct & Vibrant City Center
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FOCUS INITIATIVE #5

WHAT WILL SOUTH OGDEN ACCOMPLISH BY 
AIMING TO CREATE A DISTINCTIVE AND VIBRANT 
CITY CENTER?
• The city is ensuring the heart of South Ogden is defined and 

functions as a true community center.

• By incorporating a range of uses and amenities that are 
attractive to a wide range of demographics and age groups, 
the City Center can evolve into a true community gathering 
place.

• By continuing to think outside the box in regard to economic 
development, South Ogden can attract unique business 
opportunities from companies looking for emerging, vibrant 
centers with great location and proximity to major metro 
areas. 
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5: POLICY GUIDE
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The Policy Guide provides 
South Ogden with a 
strategic framework for 
making decisions to lead the 
city to the future it desires. 
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5.1 INTRODUCTION

THE POLICY GUIDE 
The Policy Guide, along with the City’s Vision and Focus 
Initiatives, provides South Ogden with a strategic framework for 
making decisions to lead the city to the future it desires. 

The Policy Guide serves as a resource for the city to use when 
evaluating actions and implementation of ideas to achieve the 
vision of the General Plan.  

The Policy Guide is also the key resource and reference for 
deciding how to respond to requests for changes to zoning or 
for implementing new development ideas. The City can evaluate 
and establish if the requests are consistent with and meet the 
objectives of the General Plan. 

The policy guide contains eight sections that each represent 
an integrated planning topic/element. The integrated nature 
of planning means there are many aspects that overlap and fit 
into multiple topics/elements. As such, some of the policies and 
action items can work to achieve multiple goals and objectives 
articulated in the plan. These will include a notation indicating 
the corresponding topic.  

POLICY GUIDE TOPICS/ELEMENTS
1. Housing & Neighborhoods

2. Transportation & Getting Around 

3. Prosperous Economy & Fiscal Sustainability

4. Community Health & Wellbeing

5. Public Services & Amenities

6. Environmental Stewardship

7. Community Character & Cultural Heritage

8. City Form: Centers of Growth & Activity
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COMMUNITY HEALTH & 
WELLBEING

South Ogden will facilitate 
the opportunity for all 
residents to enjoy a high 
quality of life, physical/mental 
health, individual safety, and 
community and individual 
wellbeing.

HOUSING & 
NEIGHBORHOODS

South Ogden will have a 
mix of housing choices 
available in walkable, bikeable 
neighborhoods that are well-
served by open space and 
recreational amenities with 
easy access to retail, transit 
options, medical services, and 
employment opportunities.

PROSPEROUS ECONOMY & 
FISCAL SUSTAINABILITY

South Ogden will have a 
robust, diverse economy 
that produces a diverse 
revenue stream for the city 
and offers amenities and 
services that create a vibrant 
city, supporting livability and 
community wellbeing. 

TRANSPORTATION & 
GETTING AROUND 

South Ogden will have a safe 
and connected multi modal 
transportation network to 
offer the community a high 
quality of life and support 
sustainable, happy, and 
healthy neighborhoods.

5.2 EIGHT OVERARCHING GOALS
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PREVIOUS PLANNING 
POLICIES

As communities grow 
and change, their 
planning policies 
and guiding plans 
may need to change 
as well. Many of the 
ideas and policies 
of previous plans 
are still relevant, 
and have been 
incorporated into 
this General Plan. It is 
South Ogden’s policy 
to:

Continue to 
implement programs 
and ideas developed 
by previous studies 
and plans that are 
compatible with the 
vision, values, and 
framework of the 
current plan

5.2 EIGHT OVERARCHING GOALS

CITY FORM: CENTERS OF 
GROWTH & ACTIVITY

South Ogden will ensure the 
growth and urban form of 
the evolving city are geared 
toward improved livability 
and vibrancy in existing, 
emerging, and evolving 
neighborhoods

PUBLIC SERVICES & 
AMENITIES

South Ogden will work to 
consistently and equitably 
improve and maintain its 
infrastructure, facilities, and 
services to support current 
and future growth of the 
city, understanding needs 
may change based on new 
development patterns and 
intensities.

COMMUNITY CHARACTER & 
CULTURAL HERITAGE

South Ogden will facilitate a 
unique and distinguishable 
community character, 
showcasing the tangible and 
intangible attributes of its 
diverse cultural heritage and 
neighborhoods, including 
vernacular/everyday 
architecture styles.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STEWARDSHIP

South Ogden will work 
to consistently improve 
and protect the natural 
environment and facilitate 
sustainable land use and 
development patterns.
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South Ogden will respect and 
revitalize neighborhoods and use 
strategic and compatible infill 
development to provide a mix of 
housing choices near the city center. 

South Ogden will make housing 
for lower and moderate-income 
residents available throughout 
the community, with options 
prioritized for key growth centers/
areas that offer high levels of 
connectivity and amenities.

South Ogden will use its policies to support and maintain 
making a variety of housing types available – including 
single-family detached, single-family attached, and 
multi-family – in both home ownership and rental 
opportunities, for a range of price and rent levels. 

South Ogden will use its policies to target higher 
density housing choices within the city’s centers 
and along its major corridors while ensuring 
parking, access, and multi-modal transportation 
options are safe and convenient and minimize 
impacts on surrounding neighborhoods. 

HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOODS: GOAL & POLICIES
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GOAL: South Ogden will have a mix of housing choices available in walkable, bikeable 
neighborhoods that are well-served by open space and recreational amenities with easy access 
to retail, transit options, medical services, and employment opportunities.
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Xerum facient orroreriam 
incias moditatur adi utatus   
apicilit oditat.

2. Pictaquia ipsa nullam 
fuga. Et endi coreseditat acit,  
 que es ullandam nus, 
vidempo reictenis senis doloren 

3. Ihillam autet pratibusam 
volupidi duntium ventibus   
magnimin non cum.

4. Volut quia comnihit 
assumquo officatatur? Eperi con  
 cum quo et ut et endae 
corit eribus.

5. Ex eicatem poratiusa 
veligen tiissincit, noneculliquo  
 officiis aut arciet rescid 
min es dolupta cum ipsunt   
laborum quam dest.

6. Invent as quidunt 
quaepedi conetur eperit porum 
re,   officium nos quatur

7. Faccabo reperibus. 

8. Harum, sitiundam dolorit 
odis acerorem la con ne   
cus excernam et accus.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Establish Community 
Planning Districts; Develop 
Neighborhood/Community 
Plans for detailed planning of 
sub-areas

2. Conduct an annual review 
of the Future Land Use map, 
Focus Initiatives, and Zoning 
Map (before/after annual MIH 
report).

3. Establish a Community 
Council/Neighborhood 
Committee with neighborhood 
representation [City Strategic 
Plan item]

4. Establish funds in an Own 
in South Ogden program to 
support ownership in South 
Ogden’s older neighborhoods

5. Re-evaluate current 
ordinances regarding animals 
and other restrictions
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South Ogden will provide safe and 
efficient movement of people and 
goods within and through the city, 
and to regional transportation 
connections and/or destinations.

South Ogden will have a well-
maintained transportation 
system and infrastructure to 
support the City’s competitiveness 
in the regional economy.

South Ogden will provide a range and mix 
of safe, comfortable, and convenient active 
transportation options for users of all ages and 
abilities, to support regular/daily use of multi-
modal options including walking, biking, and transit.

South Ogden will have a balanced, context-sensitive 
set of major corridors that manage congestion 
in a way that is supportive of businesses, allows 
efficient travel for residents, yet doesn’t compromise 
quality of life for faster travel, recognizing that 
levels of service are just one metric and some 
congestion is a sign of a healthy business district.

TRANSPORTATION: GOAL & POLICIES
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GOAL: South Ogden will have a safe and connected multi modal transportation network to offer 
the community a high quality of life and support sustainable, happy, and healthy neighborhoods.

South Ogden will use innovations, new 
technologies, and creative solutions 
to provide and facilitate convenient, 
reliable travel throughout the 
city and to regional destinations. 

South Ogden will work to improve safety on and across 
its roadways and be a city committed to eliminating 
traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in 
support of the state’s Vision Zero and Zero Fatalities 
initiatives.  [Also, Community Healthy & Wellbeing]
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Xerum facient orroreriam 
incias moditatur adi utatus   
apicilit oditat.

2. Pictaquia ipsa nullam 
fuga. Et endi coreseditat acit,  
 que es ullandam nus, 
vidempo reictenis senis doloren 

3. Ihillam autet pratibusam 
volupidi duntium ventibus   
magnimin non cum.

4. Volut quia comnihit 
assumquo officatatur? Eperi con  
 cum quo et ut et endae 
corit eribus.

5. Ex eicatem poratiusa 
veligen tiissincit, noneculliquo  
 officiis aut arciet rescid 
min es dolupta cum ipsunt   
laborum quam dest.

6. Invent as quidunt 
quaepedi conetur eperit porum 
re,   officium nos quatur

7. Faccabo reperibus. 

8. Harum, sitiundam dolorit 
odis acerorem la con ne   
cus excernam et accus.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Expand each school’s 
safe routes to school coverage 
to make any route a safe route. 
https://saferoutes.utah.gov/ 

2. Establish Corridor 
Agreement(s) with UDOT for 
context sensitive design of the 
major corridors

3. Conduct a Sidewalk, 
Crosswalk, & ADA Ramp 
Inventory; map it, track 
progress. 

4. Evaluate/Review the City’s 
Complete Streets Policy for any 
updates based on General Plan 
and ATP

5. Evaluate offering residents 
subsidized/free transit passes.
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South Ogden will support 
employment opportunities closer 
to home to reduce commute times, 
improving air quality and reducing 
congestion on major roadways. 

South Ogden will tailor its economic 
environment to support innovation 
and attract smaller-scale innovative/
creative businesses looking for a high 
quality of life and an environment 
within a vibrant set of centers

South Ogden will focus employment and major 
retail options in the city’s centers and along major 
corridors, providing easy connections for residents 
and businesses, while integrating smaller-scale 
options into identified neighborhood nodes.

South Ogden will support the increase of 
people who may be working from home or in 
a hybrid work environment – with mixed use 
areas, office share options, and the amenities 
to facilitate working from home environment 
successfully, such as city-wide fiber connections.

PROSPEROUS ECONOMY: GOAL & POLICIES
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GOAL: South Ogden will have a robust, diverse economy that produces a diverse revenue stream 
for the city and offers amenities and services that create a vibrant city, supporting livability and 
community wellbeing. 

South Ogden will continue to use 
its policies to support clustering 
of businesses near existing and 
planned employment and economic 
centers within the city or on its 
boundaries that are connected 
to the city by major corridors.

South Ogden will use its identified centers of 
growth to support economic development/
fiscal sustainability by attracting new residents, 
businesses, and potential employers to create activity 
and vibrancy. [also, city form/centers of growth]
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Develop a Fiscal 
Impact analysis tool to better 
monitor the cost/benefits of 
development types. Update 
annually to keep data relevant 
and up to date. 

2. Complete an Economic 
Development Strategy for the 
city [City Strategic Plan item]

3. Identify and market the 
best re/development sites [City 
Strategic Plan item]
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South Ogden will ensure the 
growth and form of the city 
supports community health, 
happiness, and wellbeing. [also 
centers of growth/city form]

South Ogden will support 
opportunities for residents to 
be physically active and ensure 
safe, comfortable, and convenient 
access to open space and 
recreation amenities/opportunities.  

South Ogden will provide a range and mix of safe, 
comfortable, and convenient active transportation 
options for users of all ages and abilities, to support 
regular/daily use of multi-modal options including 
walking, biking, and transit. [Also, Transportation]

South Ogden will continue planning more efficient land 
use and transportation patterns locally in an effort to 
reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and emissions, 
supporting improved air quality as a city and for the 
metro region. [also, environmental stewardship]

HEALTH & WELLBEING: GOAL & POLICIES
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GOAL: South Ogden will facilitate the opportunity for all residents to enjoy a high quality of life, 
physical/mental health, individual safety, and community and individual wellbeing.

South Ogden will work to improve 
safety on and across its roadways 
and be a city committed to 
eliminating traffic-related fatalities 
and serious injuries in support of 
the Vision Zero and Zero Fatalities 
initiatives. [also Transportation]

South Ogden will collaborate with regional partners 
to ensure residents have easy/convenient/safe 
access to healthy food, health care, senior care/
community gathering, recreation, and education for 
all ages, incomes, and abilities, regardless of location.

55 66

South Ogden will ensure all residents and businesses continue to have 
access to a sufficient clean, sustainable, and affordable water supply 
and lead in water conservation. [also, environmental stewardship]
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Xerum facient orroreriam 
incias moditatur adi utatus   
apicilit oditat.

2. Pictaquia ipsa nullam 
fuga. Et endi coreseditat acit,  
 que es ullandam nus, 
vidempo reictenis senis doloren 

3. Ihillam autet pratibusam 
volupidi duntium ventibus   
magnimin non cum.

4. Volut quia comnihit 
assumquo officatatur? Eperi con  
 cum quo et ut et endae 
corit eribus.

5. Ex eicatem poratiusa 
veligen tiissincit, noneculliquo  
 officiis aut arciet rescid 
min es dolupta cum ipsunt   
laborum quam dest.

6. Invent as quidunt 
quaepedi conetur eperit porum 
re,   officium nos quatur

7. Faccabo reperibus. 

8. Harum, sitiundam dolorit 
odis acerorem la con ne   
cus excernam et accus.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Establish Community 
Planning Districts; Develop 
Neighborhood/Community 
Plans for detailed planning of 
sub-areas

2. Establish a Community 
Council/Neighborhood 
Committee with neighborhood 
representation [City Strategic 
Plan item]

3. Conduct a Street Tree 
inventory to understand 
urban forest diversity; 
canopy coverage; equity in 
neighborhoods

4. Spring and Fall Free Street 
Tree program

5. Develop a park finder 
map/resource to make it easy to 
find the parks in South Ogden 
area

6. Expand communications 
regarding recreation options 
and timing 

7. Evaluate the feasibility 
for a South Ogden Recreation 
& Aquatic Center; Create a fund 
based on feasibility

8. Identify a simple set of 
Metrics for tracking progress on 
the General Plan

9. Establish an Urban 
gardens/community garden 
program – target temporary use 
of underutilized, vacant lots; 
parking lots

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
Why are they not addressed in this plan in any detail? It would be very helpful to at least have an indication of the various neighborhoods, and what some of the key issues of each are.

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
Why are these districts not mapped or attempted to be mapped in this plan? I don't understand how the need for community planning districts can be encouraged without some understanding of the locations and key issues. I think that is within the scope of work. 

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
What does this refer to - I do not understand what is meant here. Please provide a call out or some other way of clarifying what a spring and fall free street tree program is. If I don't understand it, I assume there may be others w=ho don't get it is as well. 

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
Was this a highly requested or supported idea by the public? If it is a real need /desire, I think there are many other options for meeting it, such as teaming with other small communities, through public/private partnerships, the establishment of regional special service districts, etc. The proposed fund would likely take decades and seems to be a very unrealistic idea. Such facilities can easily cost $20-50 million dollars, which is obviously beyond the ability of a smaller community such as South Ogden to achieve on their own. Ogden is a much larger community and has struggled for decades to get funding for new facilities of this nature. The same for South Jordan and Park City, which are known for their robust recreation funding., Where is the data and analysis that first of all indicates there is a need/desire for such facilities, and which supports the suggested solution? What is the basis for this idea, and how does it align with the need for other park/recreation amenities?

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
It would be helpful to have land use and park/recreation/trail maps that identify potential sites for such uses, as well as future parks as previously indicated. 

markvlasic1-old07er
Text Box
Note: 6 of the 9 action items are related to parks and recreation.  Are there any other health/well-being actions that might be required or needed?

markvlasic1-old07er
Inserted Text



68 SOUTH OGDEN GENERAL PLAN

South Ogden will ensure residents 
of all ages and abilities have 
equitable quality of and access 
to a range/variety of park, trail, 
and open space amenities. 

South Ogden will lead in energy 
conservation and providing 
clean, renewable energy options 
for residents and businesses. 

South Ogden will work to provide a diversity of 
features and amenities at its parks and open 
spaces to appeal to a wide range of ages and 
abilities, maintain interest, and offer unique 
opportunities to be outdoors and physically active.

South Ogden will continue to find opportunities 
to preserve additional open space and green 
space and work to green the city through 
expanding the urban forest with more trees

PUBLIC SERVICES & AMENITIES: GOAL & POLICIES

11

33

22

44

GOAL: South Ogden will work to consistently and equitably improve and maintain its 
infrastructure, facilities, amenities, and services to support current and future growth of the city, 
understanding needs may change based on new development patterns and intensities.

South Ogden will ensure all 
residents live in safe, resilient, and 
well-maintained neighborhoods 

South Ogden will model innovative recycling 
and solid waste diversion programs that 
offer ongoing benefits to the community. 
[See also environmental stewardship]
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Xerum facient orroreriam 
incias moditatur adi utatus   
apicilit oditat.

2. Pictaquia ipsa nullam 
fuga. Et endi coreseditat acit,  
 que es ullandam nus, 
vidempo reictenis senis doloren 

3. Ihillam autet pratibusam 
volupidi duntium ventibus   
magnimin non cum.

4. Volut quia comnihit 
assumquo officatatur? Eperi con  
 cum quo et ut et endae 
corit eribus.

5. Ex eicatem poratiusa 
veligen tiissincit, noneculliquo  
 officiis aut arciet rescid 
min es dolupta cum ipsunt   
laborum quam dest.

6. Invent as quidunt 
quaepedi conetur eperit porum 
re,   officium nos quatur

7. Faccabo reperibus. 

8. Harum, sitiundam dolorit 
odis acerorem la con ne   
cus excernam et accus.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Evaluate the feasibility 
for a South Ogden Recreation 
& Aquatic Center; Create a fund 
based on feasibility

2. Conduct a Street Tree 
inventory to understand 
urban forest diversity; 
canopy coverage; equity in 
neighborhoods

3. Spring and Fall Free Street 
Tree program

4. Develop a park finder 
map/resource to make it easy to 
find the parks in South Ogden 
area

5. Expand communications 
regarding recreation options 
and timing

markvlasic1-old07er
Text Box
These are a repeat of some of the items from the previous section. I think it should address other elements of public services, and in particular the most challenging items listed (sustainability, energy conservation, resiliency, recycling, etc.) What actions are suggested?Also, I wonder if there aren't more standard public services that need to be addessed (roads, storm water conveyance systems, public utilities, etc. Perhaps these can be incorporated with the more visionary ideas as par of creating a more sustainable and resilient city? 

Considering where we are headed, addressing water use, water conservation, and the efects of global warming need to be addressed, both from a background/data perspective and as actions/principles/goals. Does South Ogden have any wildfire concerns? (I would think so, particularly in the wooded gullies and drainages that cross the central portions of the city).
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South Ogden will balance 
environmental goals with business 
and community needs/desires. 

South Ogden will lead in energy 
conservation and providing 
clean, renewable energy options 
for residents and business. 
[See also public service]

South Ogden will work to improve the air quality 
and have improved air quality as a city and the 
metro region. [see also, health & wellbeing] 

South Ogden will ensure all residents and 
businesses continue to have access to a 
sufficient clean, sustainable, and affordable 
water supply and lead in water conservation.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP: GOAL & POLICIES

11

33

22

44

GOAL: South Ogden will work to consistently improve and protect the natural environment and 
facilitate sustainable land use and development patterns.

South Ogden will model innovative 
recycling and solid waste diversion 
programs that offer ongoing 
benefits to the community. 

South Ogden will follow and implement 
stormwater best practices that meet or exceed 
state requirements and promote the use of 
Low impact development (LID) design practices. 
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Xerum facient orroreriam 
incias moditatur adi utatus   
apicilit oditat.

2. Pictaquia ipsa nullam 
fuga. Et endi coreseditat acit,  
 que es ullandam nus, 
vidempo reictenis senis doloren 

3. Ihillam autet pratibusam 
volupidi duntium ventibus   
magnimin non cum.

4. Volut quia comnihit 
assumquo officatatur? Eperi con  
 cum quo et ut et endae 
corit eribus.

5. Ex eicatem poratiusa 
veligen tiissincit, noneculliquo  
 officiis aut arciet rescid 
min es dolupta cum ipsunt   
laborum quam dest.

6. Invent as quidunt 
quaepedi conetur eperit porum 
re,   officium nos quatur

7. Faccabo reperibus. 

8. Harum, sitiundam dolorit 
odis acerorem la con ne   
cus excernam et accus.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Create a Dark Sky 
Ordinance

2. Evaluate costs for bringing 
in/adding glass and compost 
recycling

3. Evaluate expanding fall 
and spring green waste pick-up 
program. 

4. Conduct a Street Tree 
inventory to understand 
urban forest diversity; 
canopy coverage; equity in 
neighborhoods

5. Spring and Fall Free Street 
Tree program

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
Great idea - perhaps the plan can provide some information clarifying how highly-urbanized areas such as Ogden/South Ogden, which have lost much of their dark-sky qualities already, can be "retrofitted" to reverse the tide? I know the State of Utah and UofU have conducted a lot of research and made significant plans. It would be good to understand if this is a realistic goal, and  how how best to tackle such a seemingly Heculean task.

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
This action would be easy to support if there were clear indication that the current system is deficient and what specifically is lacking. The absence of analytical data and information makes it difficult to know if there is a  real short-coming or not. s
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Sticky Note
See note above. What is the current program, and why is it sub-par?
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Sticky Note
See previous comment - need to clarify what these mean and why they are important. You know it, I know it, but I doubt everyone knows why these are important concerns of the city. 
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See previous comment - what is such a program - I have never heard of it. 
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South Ogden will effectively 
use Historic and cultural 
preservation as one of many 
tools for economic development.

South Ogden will strategically 
incentivize reinvestment in 
and reuse of historic buildings, 
streets, and neighborhoods.

South Ogden will communicate its heritage 
and history and actively engage the public 
in the appreciation and preservation of 
historic and cultural assets and traditions. 

South Ogden will work to incorporate historic 
and cultural preservation policies, initiatives, and 
incentives into City decisions, including zoning 
and design review processes and procedures.

CHARACTER & HERITAGE: GOAL & POLICIES

11

33

22

44

GOAL: South Ogden will facilitate a unique and distinguishable community character, showcasing 
the tangible and intangible attributes of its diverse cultural heritage and neighborhoods, 
including vernacular/everyday architecture styles.

South Ogden will support the 
use of design guidelines that 
reinforce the unique character 
of its existing and emerging 
neighborhoods and centers. 

South Ogden will collaborate with UDOT on 
implementing context-sensitive design solutions 
to its major corridors, which contribute to local 
and regional impressions of the city’s character. 
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Xerum facient orroreriam 
incias moditatur adi utatus   
apicilit oditat.

2. Pictaquia ipsa nullam 
fuga. Et endi coreseditat acit,  
 que es ullandam nus, 
vidempo reictenis senis doloren 

3. Ihillam autet pratibusam 
volupidi duntium ventibus   
magnimin non cum.

4. Volut quia comnihit 
assumquo officatatur? Eperi con  
 cum quo et ut et endae 
corit eribus.

5. Ex eicatem poratiusa 
veligen tiissincit, noneculliquo  
 officiis aut arciet rescid 
min es dolupta cum ipsunt   
laborum quam dest.

6. Invent as quidunt 
quaepedi conetur eperit porum 
re,   officium nos quatur

7. Faccabo reperibus. 

8. Harum, sitiundam dolorit 
odis acerorem la con ne   
cus excernam et accus.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Conduct a Street Tree 
inventory to understand 
urban forest diversity; 
canopy coverage; equity in 
neighborhoods

2. Spring and Fall Free Street 
Tree program

3. Apply for CLG grant 
funding to conduct a 
reconnaissance level survey 
of South Ogden’s older 
neighborhoods to identify 
potential historic resources.

4. Conduct an intensive level 
survey as warranted

5. Establish a historic district 
as warranted.

6. Establish Corridor 
Agreement(s) with UDOT for 
context sensitive design of the 
major corridors

markvlasic1-old07er
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Great ideas - clarification of what these programs are, and why they are a good fit for SO would be helpful. I think a few pages explaining how to develop a good historic preservation plan/approach would be very educational and helpful for achieving support for such ideas. 
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South Ogden will focus higher 
density uses in its identified centers 
and along its major corridors.

South Ogden will ensure the growth 
and form of the city supports 
community health, happiness, and 
wellbeing. [health & wellbeing]

South Ogden will use sustainable, compatible infill 
and mixed-use development to provide walkable/
bikeable destinations for all residents through the 
placement of small and medium neighborhood nodes 
and a connected multi-modal transportation system.

South Ogden will actively work to integrate 
affordable and moderate-income housing 
options and types into its centers to support 
access to opportunities and amenities. 

CITY FORM & GROWTH CENTERS: GOAL & POLICIES

11

33

22

44

GOAL: South Ogden will ensure the growth and urban form of the evolving city are geared toward 
improved livability and vibrancy in existing, emerging, and evolving neighborhoods.

South Ogden will use its identified 
centers of growth to support 
economic development/fiscal 
sustainability by attracting new 
residents, businesses, and potential 
employers to create activity 
and vibrancy. [also, economy]

South Ogden will use development standards 
that minimize/mitigate, or avoid negative 
impacts on the city’s natural resources – water 
supply, water equality, surface waterways, and 
air quality. [also, environmental stewardship]

55 66

South Ogden will evaluate and modify the city’s form-based code and zoning as needed to ensure the 
success of growth centers and compatible transitions to existing stable and stabilizing neighborhoods. 77
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Provide clarification on specific concerns and how they might be better addressed in the existing code.
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ACTION ITEMS

1. Xerum facient orroreriam 
incias moditatur adi utatus   
apicilit oditat.

2. Pictaquia ipsa nullam 
fuga. Et endi coreseditat acit,  
 que es ullandam nus, 
vidempo reictenis senis doloren 

3. Ihillam autet pratibusam 
volupidi duntium ventibus   
magnimin non cum.

4. Volut quia comnihit 
assumquo officatatur? Eperi con  
 cum quo et ut et endae 
corit eribus.

5. Ex eicatem poratiusa 
veligen tiissincit, noneculliquo  
 officiis aut arciet rescid 
min es dolupta cum ipsunt   
laborum quam dest.

6. Invent as quidunt 
quaepedi conetur eperit porum 
re,   officium nos quatur

7. Faccabo reperibus. 

8. Harum, sitiundam dolorit 
odis acerorem la con ne   
cus excernam et accus.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Establish Corridor 
Agreement(s) with UDOT for 
context sensitive design of the 
major corridors

2. Conduct an annual review 
of the Future Land Use map, 
Focus Initiatives, and Zoning 
Map.

3. Establish Community 
Planning Districts; Develop 
Neighborhood/Community 
Plans for detailed planning of 
sub-areas

4. Complete an Economic 
Development Strategy for the 
city [City Strategic Plan item]

5. Identify and market the 
best re/development sites [City 
Strategic Plan item]

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
See previous comments - why not identify potential neighborhoods and the initial key issues that need to be addessed as part of this plan, rather than kicking it down the road?
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Sticky Note
I thought we were going to get some economic development review and input by Zions as part of this study. Did they provide any direction in this regard, or is economic development not a part of the plan? If they are, what are the findings, analyses and recommendations?
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Sticky Note
Can the planning team provide some suggestions as part of this plan? What do your analyses and findings indicate are potential sites?



76 SOUTH OGDEN GENERAL PLAN



77DRAFT PLAN - JULY 2021

6: ACTION PLAN
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The Action Plan represents a 
more detailed and specific set of 
strategies and follow up actions 
to help South Ogden achieve 
the vision of the General Plan
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INTRODUCTION
An Action Plan is a collection of follow-up implementation 
actions that help make a plan one that is actively used as well as 
being a policy guide. 

South Ogden has a great history of implementing the ideas and 
recommendations of its past planning efforts, as illustrated by 
the “South Ogden Success Story” features found in the General 
Plan.

While much of the plan is broad in nature, the Action Plan 
represents a more detailed and specific set of strategies and 
follow up actions to help South Ogden achieve the vision of 
the General Plan. Some of the action items reflect the actions 
included in the City’s strategic plan. 

The Focus Initiatives and Policy Guide topics are linked with the 
action items of the Action Plan. Many action items support more 
than one goal, objective, or policy, reflecting the integrated and 
inter-related nature of the General Plan. 

TYPES OF STRATEGIES/ACTIONS
Most implementation actions can be categorized into the 
following classifications, which identify the implementation 
processes common to most jurisdictions.

• Financial Investment/Capital Improvements – investing time 
and/or money into making/updating programs or physical 
improvements in the City

• Non-Capital Improvements/Operational Changes – 
establishing or modifying a process, procedure, or program 
of the City

• Future/Further Studies - for specific topics or sub-areas of the 
City

• Policies/Regulations – creating or updating City Standards, 
Regulations, Requirements, Policies

6.1 TAKING ACTION
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1. Apply for CLG grant funding to conduct a reconnaissance level survey of South Ogden’s older 
neighborhoods to identify potential historic resources.

2. Complete an Economic Development Strategy for the city [City Strategic Plan item]

3. Conduct a Sidewalk, Crosswalk, & ADA Ramp Inventory; map it, track progress.

4. Conduct a Street Tree inventory to understand urban forest diversity; canopy coverage; equity in 
neighborhoods

5. Conduct an annual review of the Future Land Use map, Focus Initiatives, and Zoning Map (before/
after annual MIH report).

6. Conduct an annual review of the Future Land Use map, Focus Initiatives, and Zoning Map.

7. Conduct an intensive level survey as warranted

8. Create a Dark Sky Ordinance

9. Develop a Fiscal Impact analysis tool to better monitor the cost/benefits of development types. 
Update annually to keep data relevant and up to date.

10. Develop a park finder map/resource to make it easy to find the parks in South Ogden area

11. Establish a Community Council/Neighborhood Committee with neighborhood representation [City 
Strategic Plan item]

12. Establish a historic district as warranted.

13. Establish an Urban gardens/community garden program – target temporary use of underutilized, 
vacant lots; parking lots;

14. Establish Community Planning Districts; Develop Neighborhood/Community Plans for detailed 
planning of sub-areas

15. Establish Corridor Agreement(s) with UDOT for context sensitive design of the major corridors

16. Establish funds in an Own in South Ogden program to support ownership in South Ogden’s older 
neighborhoods

17. Evaluate costs for bringing in/adding glass and compost recycling

18. Evaluate expanding fall and spring green waste pick-up program.

6.2 ACTION ITEMS

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
I think it is a good idea to summarize the actions indicated previously. However, rather than providing a simple list, it would be much more useful as a matrix, indicating the type of strategy/action, timing/phasing of implementation,  (low-hanging fruit, short term, long-term, ,etc.), and responsible party/ies (staff/department, planing commission, city council, etc, private sector, joint partnerships, etc.). The more detail provided, the easier it will be to determine whether an action has been achieved.
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19. Evaluate offering residents subsidized/
free transit passes.

20. Evaluate the feasibility for a South Ogden 
Recreation & Aquatic Center; Create a 
fund based on feasibility

21. Evaluate/Review the City’s Complete 
Streets Policy for any updates based on 
General Plan and ATP

22. Expand communications regarding 
recreation options and timing

23. Expand each school’s safe routes to 
school coverage to make any route a safe 
route. https://saferoutes.utah.gov/

24. Identify a simple set of Metrics for 
tracking progress on the General Plan

25. Identify and market the best re/
development sites [City Strategic Plan 
item]

26. Re-evaluate current ordinances regarding 
animals and other restrictions

27. Spring and Fall Free Street Tree program
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7: FUTURE USE & 
URBAN FORM
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 Each future use & urban form 
category plays an important 
role in helping South Ogden 
guide development to achieve 
the vision of the General Plan 
and the community.
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INTRODUCTION
We organize the Future Land Use & Urban Form tool into four 
general categories. Each category plays an important role in 
helping South Ogden guide development to achieve the vision of 
the General Plan and the community. 

• Neighborhoods/Residential – areas of homes and supporting 
activities, the backbone of South Ogden

• Neighborhoods/Transitional – areas of homes, supporting 
activities, and uses that provide transitions between 
Neighborhoods and Mixed Use Districts/Corridors. 

• Districts & Corridors/Mixed Use & Commercial – areas of 
growth and economy, to keep South Ogden sustainable and 
resilient.

• Community Spaces/Civic & Community – areas of amenities 
and services, the elements that help bring the community 
together.

7.1 BUILDING TOMORROW

markvlasic1-old07er
Sticky Note
It is difficult to understand what the map on the last page illustrates, as there is no legend. As indicated throughout, it is hard to conceive a comprehensive plan with only a single map, and that provided on the last page),. It is equally challenging to understand whether this is a good plan or not without supporting data, tables, charts, illustrations, figures, references, or other analysis or conceptualizing tools to convey what exists, what is needed/desired, the basis upon which recommendatons and ideas were made, and how the vision will be achieved. 
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Draft Map: Based 
on Current Zoning 

Boundaries
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DRAFT
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2021
Draft Plan - July 2021



Summary of Swimming Pool Rules from Surrounding Cities 

Dist. From Property Line Where Allowed Corner Lots or Next to Vacant Lot Dist. From Neighbor House Fence Height
South Ogden 10 feet Side and Rear Not less than accessory building set back No requirement 4 feet w/secure cover, 6 feet without
Ogden 10 feet Side and Rear Not less than accessory building set back No requirement 6 feet
South Weber   4 feet Side and Rear Not less than 15 feet from a vacant lot 30 feet 4 feet
Washington Terrace   5 feet Side and Rear No requirements No requirement 5 feet
North Ogden 10 feet Side if corner lot and Rear 10 feet from side property line 35 feet 6 feet
Farmington   5 feet At least 30 feet from front; Side and Rear Accsry bldgs. for pools, not less tha 15 feet 20 feet 6 feet
Salt Lake City 10 feet Side and Rear No requirements No requirement ?
Riverdale   5 feet Side if can meet setbacks for accsry bldgs; and Rear Not less than accessory building set back No requirement 6 feet



OGDEN CITY 

15-13-11: SWIMMING POOL; FAMILY: 

A family swimming pool shall be permitted in the side and rear yard of a dwelling as an accessory use, 
provided the following requirements are met: 

   A.   Location: The location of such family swimming pool or accessory machinery shall not be less than 
ten feet (10') from any interior property line. On corner lots, the distance from said pool to the property 
line facing on a street shall not be less than the required side yard for an accessory building in that zone. 

   B.   Fence: An outside family swimming pool shall be completely enclosed by a substantial fence of not 
less than six feet (6') in height and any lights used to illuminate said pool or its accessories shall be so 
arranged as to reflect the light away from adjoining premises. A "substantial fence" shall mean any fence 
that would not allow passage by any person. 

 

SOUTH WEBER 

 E.   Private Swimming Pool And Tennis Court Location: A private outside swimming pool or tennis court 
may be constructed as an accessory use to a main building within the side or rear yard thereof; 
provided, that it is set back from the side and rear lot lines not less than four feet (4') and not less than 
thirty feet (30') from any neighbor's dwelling. When an adjacent lot is vacant, a swimming pool or tennis 
court must be located at least fifteen feet (15') from any side lot line of any neighboring lot. Where a 
swimming pool is completely enclosed in a building, the location requirements for accessory and main 
buildings shall apply. Where any swimming pool is to be located in the near vicinity of any septic tank or 
sewage disposal field, the location of the same shall first be approved by the Davis County Health 
Department. Swimming pools shall be completely fenced with a fence suitable for preventing accidental 
human entry into the pool area and at least four feet (4') high. 

 

WASHINGTON TERRACE 

17.48.010 Family Swimming Pools 

A family swimming pool shall be permitted in the rear of a dwelling as an accessory use provided the 
following requirements are met 

1. A swimming pool may cover the area within a rear yard and not located within an easement 
unless the construction of that pool would require the need to vary from existing ordinance. A 
variance for the pool to be allowed to be constructed on the easement would need to be 
obtained.  

2. The pool or spa may not be closer than five (5) feet to the property line measured at water’s 
edge. 

3. Minimum setback requirements from property lines are as follows: 
1. Front Yard: No pool allowed within a front yard. 
2. Rear Yard: Five feet (5’) Min. 
3. Side Yard: Five feet (5’) Min. within the fence line of the property. 

https://washingtonterrace.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=17.48.010_Family_Swimming_Pools


4. Easement: Setbacks shall comply with all easement regulations 
4. An outside family swimming pool shall be completely enclosed by a substantial fence not less 

than five feet (5') in height, and any lights used to illuminate the pool or its accessories shall be 
so arranged as to reflect the light away from the adjoining premises. 

 

 

NORTH OGDEN 

11-10-16: FAMILY SWIMMING POOL 

In single-family residential zones, a family swimming pool shall be permitted in the rear yard of 
a dwelling, and on corner lots, in the corner side yard, as an accessory use, provided the 
following requirements are met: 

1. Location: The location of such family swimming pool and accessory machinery shall be not less 
than thirty five feet (35') from any dwelling on an adjoining lot and not less than ten feet (10') 
from any interior property line. On corner lots, the distance from said pool to the side property 
line facing on a street shall not be less than 10 feet. Pools, accessory machinery, and decking 
located in a corner side yard, may not be located farther forward on a lot than a line which is 
parallel to the required front setback, extending from the required front setback for a main 
dwelling, to the side property line. Additionally, no swimming pool, decking, or accessory 
machinery in a corner side yard shall be permitted in the area that is farther forward on a lot 
than the front corner of the main dwelling that is closest to the pool. 

2. Fence; Lights: An outside family swimming pool shall be completely enclosed by a fence 
structurally adequate to resist wind load conforming to the international building code (IBC), 
and not less than six feet (6') in height. Any fence associated with a pool must meet the 
requirements, in 11-10-11 of North Ogden City Code. Any lights used to illuminate said pool or 
its accessories shall be so arranged as to reflect the light away from the adjoining premises and 
directed horizontally or downward so as to preserve the visibility of the night light. 

 

FARMINGTON 

11-28-060: LOCATION OF RECREATIONAL POOLS AND TENNIS COURTS: 
   A.   Private Recreational Pool: Any private recreational pool not completely enclosed within a 
building having solid walls shall be set back at least five feet (5') from the rear and side property 
lines and at least thirty feet (30') from the front property line. The private recreational pool shall 
be not less than twenty feet (20') from any neighbor's dwelling. Any detached accessory 
buildings related to an unenclosed pool shall meet setback requirements and standards for such 
buildings, except the side corner setback may be reduced to fifteen feet (15'). Any recreational 
pool shall be completely surrounded by a fence or wall having a height of at least six feet (6'). In 
lieu of fencing on hot tubs, spas or jacuzzis, security covers may be provided. Fences or walls 
that are not solid shall have intermediate rails or an ornamental pattern such that a sphere four 
inches (4") in diameter cannot pass through. Gates shall be equipped with self-closing and self-
latching devices. No loudspeaker device which can be heard beyond the property lines of the 

https://northogden.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=code#name=11-10-16:_FAMILY_SWIMMING_POOL


premises on which any recreational pool has been installed may be operated in connection with 
such pool, nor may any lighting be installed in connection with such pool which shall throw any 
direct rays beyond such property lines. 
 
 

SALT LAKE CITY 

Swimming pools (measured to the water line), tennis courts, game courts, and similar uses shall 
not be located less than 10 feet from a property line.  Allowed in side and rear yards. 

  

RIVERDALE 

10-14-11: SWIMMING POOL, SWIM SPA AND HOT TUB, FAMILY: 
A family above or in ground swimming pool, swim spa and hot tub shall be permitted in the rear 
yard of a dwelling as an accessory use, provided the following requirements are met: 
   A.   Location: The location of such family swimming pool, swim spa, hot tub or accessory 
machinery shall not be less than five feet (5') from any interior property line, as measured to the 
water's edge, or if an easement exists on the property the pool, spa or tub must be completely off 
the easement. On corner lots, the distance from said pool to the property line facing on a street 
shall not be less than the required side yard for an accessory building in that zone. 
   B.   Enclosure; Lighting: An outside family swimming pool shall be completely enclosed by a 
substantial fence of not less than six feet (6') in height and any lights used to illuminate said pool 
or its accessories shall be so arranged as to reflect the light away from the adjoining premises. 
   C.   Pool Covers: In addition to the setback and fencing requirements set forth herein, it is 
strongly recommended that pool owners utilize pool covers that comply with the most current 
personal liability insurance standards. 
   D.   Side Yard Location: If a property has sufficient side yard to accommodate a pool, spa or 
hot tub in meeting all of the above requirements while also maintaining the required side yard 
setback (from property line to any portion of the structure) for the zone it is located in, then the 
pool, spa or hot tub may be located in the side yard. 
  

 



CITY ENGINEER ACCEPTANCE OF SITE PLAN
The improvement plans for this site have been reviewed by the City Engineer for general conform
with the requirements of the City Public Works Standards. This set of City approved drawings sha
used for construction of the required site improvements. The developer's engineer, whose stamp
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 1 
 2 

 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 

 8 
 9 
 10 

P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T  11 
Chair Scott Amos, Commissioners John Bradley, Mike Layton, Robert Bruderer, 12 
Angela Snowden, and Steve Pruess   13 

 14 
P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N E R S  E X C U S E D  15 
Jeremy Howe 16 
 17 
S T A F F  P R E S E N T  18 
Assistant City Manager Doug Gailey, Planner Mark Vlasic, and Recorder Leesa 19 
Kapetanov   Note: Planner Vlasic attended virtually via the Microsoft Teams meeting 20 
app. 21 
 22 
C I T I Z E N S  P R E S E N T  23 
Monica Ray, Tyler Ray, Daniel Carlson, Claire Carlson 24 

 25 
 26 
Note:  The time stamps indicated in blue correspond to the audio recording of 27 
this meeting, which can be found at:  28 
https://www.southogdencity.gov/document_center/Sound%20Files/2021/PC210812_1804.mp3  29 
or requested from the office of the South Ogden City Recorder. 30 
 31 
A briefing session was held before the planning commission meeting and was open 32 
to the public as well as available through Facebook Live.  The audio recording 33 
for the briefing meeting can be found by clicking this link:  34 
https://www.southogdencity.gov/document_center/Sound%20Files/2021/PC210812_1732.mp3   35 
 36 
 37 

 38 
 39 
 40 

I .  C A L L  T O  O R D E R  A N D  O V E R V I E W  O F  M E E T I N G  P R O C E D U R E S  41 
• Chair Scott Amos began the meeting at 6:15 pm by calling for a motion to convene. 42 

 00:00:00 43 
 44 
Commissioner Bradley moved to open the planning commission meeting and open a public 45 
hearing.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Layton.  Commissioners Bruderer, 46 
Jones, Layton, Snowden, and Pruess all voted aye. 47 

MINUTES OF  THE  SOUTH OGDEN C ITY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
T HUR S DA Y ,  A UG US T  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  
C OU N C I L  C HA M B E R S ,  C I T Y  HA L L  – 6 : 1 5  p m  
 

https://www.southogdencity.gov/document_center/Sound%20Files/2021/PC210812_1804.mp3
https://www.southogdencity.gov/document_center/Sound%20Files/2021/PC210812_1732.mp3
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I I .  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S  48 
•  Chair Amos announced online public comments for the public hearing would remain open 49 

until 6:30 pm 00:01:38 50 
 51 

A. Proposed Code To Allow And Regulate Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) in the City 52 
• Staff overview 00:02:49 53 
• Chair Amos asked if anyone present would like to comment.  No one came forward.  54 

There were also no online comments.      55 
 00:05:49 56 

 57 
B. Proposed Amendment to SOCC 10-5.1A-5-7(B) Concerning Design Elements For Single-58 

Family and Duplex Yard Buildings in Response to HB1003 59 
• Staff overview 00:06:17 60 
• Chair Amos invited anyone present to comment. No one came forward.   61 

 00:07:44 62 
 63 

C. Proposed Amendments to SOCC 10-14 to Clarify Definitions of Buildings and Regulations 64 
on Accessory Buildings, Swimming Pools, Sports Courts, etc. 65 
• Chair Amos opened the floor to comments from the public on this item 66 

• Monica Ray  00:09:40 Commented on swimming pools 67 
 68 

D. Proposed Amendment to SOCC 10-5.1A-5-6(B) and 10-5.1B-5-6(B) Eliminating the 30 Feet 69 
Occupied Space Requirement 70 
• Staff overview 00:11:42 71 
• Chair Amos asked if anyone would like to come forward to comment. There were no 72 

comments from anyone present nor online.  73 
 00:13:01 74 

• The chair called for a motion to close the public hearing 75 
 00:13:14 76 

 77 
Commissioner Bradley moved to close the public hearing and reconvene as the planning 78 
commission.  Commissioner Pruess seconded the motion.  All present voted aye. 79 

 80 
 81 
 82 

I I I .  Z O N I N G  I T E M S  83 
A. Discussion/Recommendation on Proposed Code To Allow And Regulate Accessory 84 

Dwelling Units (ADUs) in the City 85 
• There was no discussion on this item by the commissioners 86 
• Chair Amos called for a motion 87 

 00:14:54 88 
 89 
 90 
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Commissioner Bradly moved to recommend approval of the proposed code to allow and 91 
regulate Accessory Dwelling Units. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Layton. 92 
The chair made a roll call vote: 93 
 94 
 Commissioner Bradley- Yes 95 
 Commissioner Bruderer- Yes 96 
 Commissioner Layton-  Yes 97 
 Commissioner Pruess-  Yes 98 
 Commissioner Snowden- Yes 99 
  100 
The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 101 

 102 
 103 

B. Discussion/Recommendation on Proposed Amendment to SOCC 10-5.1A-5-7(B) 104 
Concerning Design Elements For Single-Family and Duplex Yard Buildings in Response to 105 
HB1003 106 
• The chair called for a motion or discussion on this item 107 

 00:16:21 108 
 109 
Commissioner Pruess moved to recommend to the City Council the proposed changes 110 
as dictated by HB1003.  Commissioner Layton seconded the motion.  Chair Amos 111 
asked if there was further discussion on this item, and seeing none, called the vote: 112 
 113 
 Commissioner Bradley- Yes 114 
 Commissioner Bruderer- Yes 115 
 Commissioner Layton-  Yes 116 
 Commissioner Pruess-  Yes 117 
 Commissioner Snowden- Yes 118 
 119 
The motion for recommendation of approval stood. 120 
 121 

C. Discussion/Recommendation on Proposed Amendments to SOCC 10-14 to Clarify 122 
Definition of Buildings and Regulations on Accessory Buildings, Swimming Pools, Sports 123 
Courts, etc. 124 
• Discussion 00:18:30 125 
• Motion 00:26:28 126 

 127 
Commissioner Layton moved to recommend to the City Council the amendments to 128 
clarify the definition of buildings, and regulations on accessory buildings, swimming 129 
pools, sports courts, etc.  Commissioner Bradley seconded the motion. The chair called 130 
the vote: 131 
 132 
 133 
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 Commissioner Bradley- Yes 134 
 Commissioner Bruderer- Yes 135 
 Commissioner Layton-  Yes 136 
 Commissioner Pruess-  Yes 137 
 Commissioner Snowden- Yes 138 
 139 
The proposed code was recommended for approval to the City Council. 140 
 141 

D. Discussion/Recommendation on Proposed Amendment to SOCC 10-5.1A-5-6(B) and 10-142 
5.1B-5-6(B) Eliminating the 30 Feet Occupied Space Requirement 143 
• Discussion 00:27:40 144 
• Motion 00:28:57 145 

 146 
Commissioner Bradley moved to recommend approval of the proposed amendment to 147 
the South Ogden City Code, eliminating the 30 foot occupied space requirement, 148 
followed by a second from Commissioner Pruess.  There was some discussion on the 149 
wording of the motion.  Commissioner Bradley amended his motion to “recommend 150 
approval of the proposed amendment to the South Ogden City Code, eliminating the 30 151 
foot occupied space requirement for Row Buildings.”  Commissioner Pruess seconded 152 
the amended motion.  The chair called the vote: 153 
 154 
 Commissioner Bradley- Yes 155 
 Commissioner Bruderer- Yes 156 
 Commissioner Layton-  Yes 157 
 Commissioner Pruess-  Yes 158 
 Commissioner Snowden- Yes 159 
 160 
The motion stood. 161 
 162 

 163 
 164 

 165 
I V .  S P E C I A L  I T E M S  166 

Consideration of Request for Second Driveway Located at 595 Ben Lomond 167 
• Staff overview  00:30:51 168 
• Discussion  00:35:05 169 
• Motion   00:54:12 170 

 171 
Commissioner Bradley moved to deny the application.  Commissioner Pruess seconded the 172 
motion.  There was no further discussion; Chair Amos made a roll call vote: 173 
 174 
 175 
 176 
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 Commissioner Bradley- Yes 177 
 Commissioner Bruderer- No 178 
 Commissioner Layton-  Yes 179 
 Commissioner Pruess-  Yes 180 
 Commissioner Snowden- Yes 181 
 182 
The motion for denial stood. 183 

 184 
 185 
 186 

V .  O T H E R  B U S I N E S S  187 
• Assistant City Manager Doug Gailey reported on the General Plan Update 188 

 00:57:36 189 
• Commissioner Pruess asked that regular reports be given on developments in the City.  It 190 

was determined an item be added to the agenda for staff to report on approved site plans. 191 
 01:03:28 192 

• Reports/Questions on recently approved development plans  193 
 01:05:39 194 
 195 

 196 
 197 
V I .  A P P R O V A L  O F  M I N U T E S  O F  P R E V I O U S  M E E T I N G  198 

Approval of July 15, 2021 PC Minutes 199 
• The chair called for a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting200 

 01:08:37 201 
 202 

Commissioner Pruess moved to approve the minutes from the last meeting, followed by 203 
a second from Commissioner Layton.  All present voted in favor of the motion. 204 

 205 
 206 
 207 

 208 
V I I .  P U B L I C  C O M M E N T S  209 

• There were no in person or online public comments 210 
 211 

  212 
 213 

V I I I .  A D J O U R N   214 
At 7:24 pm, Commissioner Bradley moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by 215 
Commissioner Pruess.  The voice vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 216 
 01:09:09 217 
 218 



 

Planning Commission Minutes August 12, 2021 page 6 

 

  219 
 220 
 221 
 222 
 223 
 224 
  225 
 226 

 227 
 228 
 229 
 230 
 231 
 232 
 233 
 234 
 235 
 236 
 237 
 238 
 239 
 240 
 241 
 242 
 243 
 244 
 245 
 246 
 247 
 248 
 249 
 250 
 251 
 252 
 253 
 254 
 255 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and complete record of the South Ogden City Planning Commission Meeting 256 
held Thursday, August 12, 2021. 257 
 258 
______________________________________                                                                           259 
Leesa Kapetanov, City Recorder                                         Date Approved by the Planning Commission 260 
 261 
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